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1. Welcome and Introductions

Dick Frost called the meeting to order, welcomed everyone as Chair of the Biscayne Bay
Regional Restoration Coordination Team (BBRRCT or Team), and asked everyone to introduce
themselves. Armando Vilaboy introduced himself as the new SFWMD representative on the
BBRRCT. Jennifer Tisthammer, the Assistant Director of Miami-Dade County’s Deering Estate at
Cutler also introduced herself. She is a prospective new team member in the Environmental

Education slot.

2. Discussion of the BBCW Water Reservations




The discussion was led by Laura Reynolds. The general discussion focused on the need for more
protection for Biscayne Bay than just the reservations for the Biscayne Bay Coastal Wetlands
(BBCW) Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Project. The BBCW reservations are a
prerequisite for the SFWMD to receive cost share credit for project work already done and for
the project to proceed. Laura said that the NGOs have asked for the entire boundary of BNP to
be protected through a reservation or a Restricted Allocation Rule. The NGOs sent a scoping
comment letter to the SFWMD dated March 28, 2012. The team thought that Biscayne Bay
needed to be placed back on the State Priority Water Bodies List and that there needed to be
protection for the entire Bay. The team also thought that groundwater should be protected as
well as surface water.

Laura handed out a November 22, 2010 presentation from the South Miami-Dade Issues
Coordination Meeting entitled Protecting Water for Biscayne Bay. Laura also handed out a
presentation from the March 10, 2011 SFWMD Governing Board Meeting entitled 2011 Priority
Water Body List and Schedule; this List included for 2011-2015 Priority Water Bodies drafting a
Restricted Allocation Area rule for the CERP restoration project. This presentation can be found
on the SFWMD website under Governing Board agendas.

The BBRRCT will be co-hosting with BNP the SFWMD Workshop on reservations for the BBCW
CERP Project at our next meeting which will be held at BNP.

3. Recap and Discussion of the CEPP Planning Project

The discussion was led by Sarah Bellmund. The presentation given by Matt Morrison of the
SFWMD can be found at
http://sfrestore.org/rrct/bbay/meetings/2012 meetings/092612/update.pdf

Sarah expressed concern that the fresh water being utilized by FPL at Turkey Point has not been
quantified under a Consumptive Use Permit (CUP) or other State permit. Should there be a CUP
or other agreement to quantify/control the water utilized? Concern was also voiced about
curtain walls/seepage barriers. The Team would like to have further discussions regarding
seepage barriers and curtain walls.

4. Action Items Wrap-Up
This discussion was led by Phil Everingham who presented the Third Version of the Action Items.

It was suggested that “sea level rise” be added to Action Item number 4 between “CERP” and
“waterfront planning”. A fact sheet entitled BISCAYNE BAY ECONOMIC STUDY-PART 1, BASELINE
AND TREND REPORT WAS MADE AVAILABLE TO THE TEAM in connection with Action Item 3.

5. Seasonal Drawdown




Armando Vilaboy from the SFWMD and Olice Williams from the USACE explained the roles of
the SFWMD and the USACE in the Seasonal Drawdown. The SFWMD is responsible for operating
and maintaining the canals under the USACE criteria; the USACE prescribes key operating
criteria in the Water Control Manual for the East Coast Canals, specifically section 7. The
drawdown begins typically on October 15" and the water levels are drawn down to a little lower
(8/10) than the intermediate level in the water control plan and kept there until December. In
December-January they are brought up 4/10 to the intermediate range. Note 18 to the Water
Control Manual states that selection of an operating range depends on field conditions and
agricultural needs. John Alger and Steve Torcise Jr. spoke with the BBRRCT members and
explained their plantings and their water control needs. Both expressed the need for a “buffer”.
Seasonal agriculture is finished in mid-April or May. The group discussed the effect of FPL
cooling canals and wondered if some of the agricultural drawdown water could be put into the
cooling canals.

Future Items and Meeting Wrap-Up
There was a question as to whether there should be a meeting in early to mid-December as the

regular meeting date falls too close to Christmas; possibly a field trip instead of a meeting.
Chairman Frost adjourned the meeting. The next meeting will be held on November 28" at BNP.



