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Welcome and Introductions

Phil Everingham, Chairman of the BBRRCT, called the meeting to order. Introductions were made
by attendees.

Cultural & Ecological Field Station at Deering Estate:

Jennifer Tisthammer, Assistant Director Deering Estate, gave a presentation on the new
Ecological & Cultural Field Station at the Deering Estate. The Field Station will provide living
laboratories for students, researchers, and the general public interested in the environment and
conservation. Jennifer’s presentation can be found in the BBRRCT section on The Task force
website under the May presentations at:
http://www.evergladesrestoration.gov/content/bbrrct_handouts.html).

Biscayne National Park General Management Plan:

Brian Carlstrom, Superintendent of Biscayne National Park, gave an overview and update on the
General Management Plan for Biscayne National Park (BISC). BISC has released its Final General
management Plan and Environmental Impact Statement. The final plan proposes Alternative 8, a
hybrid of previous plan alternatives. It adopts the no fishing marine reserve zone in alternative 4
and the other management zones described in Alternative 6. The marine reserve zone will be the



primary tool in a suite of techniques used to improve the park’s coral reef ecosystem and provide
visitors with the opportunity to experience a natural, healthy reef with larger and more numerous
fish. It is also anticipated to create the potential for a spillover effect, improving fishing
experiences in surrounding areas. A newsletter with the Final General Management Plan Update
can be found in the BBRRCT section on the Task Force website at:
http://www.evergladesrestoration.gov/content/bbrrct_handouts.html).

Discussion: Review and Team Approval of Letter to Working Group on the Integrated Delivery
Schedule (IDS) Process:

The Team reviewed and provided further edits to the letter. Any further edits are to be sent to
the Chair. It is anticipated that the letter will be finalized prior to or at the next meeting.

Presentation/Discussion: Progress Update on the NOAA Biscayne Bay Habitat Focus Area:

Joan Browder/Tom Jamir/ Tom Jackson / David Bouck, National Marine Fisheries, Southeast
Fisheries Science Center presented and lead the discussion. Joan Browder reported that goals 1-
3 have been approved, but they haven’t gotten to 4 & 5 yet. Some proposed potential activities

may change .

Team Business:

Biscayne National Park’s GMP is expected to be published in the Federal Register in early June.

The Team would like a BBCW Project Update from the USACE and SFWMD.

The Chair adjourned the meeting at 12:50pm.



