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1. Welcome and Introductions
Phil Everingham, Chairman of the BBRRCT, called the meeting to order. Introductions were made
by attendees.

2. Report on Integrated Delivery Schedule Meeting of August 20th:
Kim Taplin, US Army Corps of Engineers, gave a presentation/report on the status of the
Integrated Delivery Schedule (IDS). Kim, along with Matt Morrison from the South Florida Water




Management District, answered questions and took comments from the Team. Kim discussed the
stakeholder themes 1-4 that were developed during the IDS Workshops and Theme 5 which is the
current draft IDS. Theme 5 contains the Foundation Projects, Generation 1 Projects, Generation
2 Projects (the remainder of BBCW p1 is in this group), Projects in the planning phase, but not
authorized (CEPP is included in this group), and projects that need to go through the planning
phase (BBCW P2 is in this group). Kim said that feedback received on Theme 5 included looking at
moving components of BBCW forward, specifically Cutler Wetlands piece and planning for Phase
2. The Team also urged expeditious completion of BBCW P1 and moving up planning for P2. The
Team had sent a letter to the South Florida Task Force Working Group advising them that the
Team supported moving ahead expeditiously with BBCW P1 and P2. Sarah suggested that perhaps
part of the BBCW P1 meetings could be devoted to P2. Kim reiterated to the Team that the IDS is
guidance and that they had received similar support for moving P1 & P2 up in the process. Kim’s
presentation can be found in the BBRRCT section on The Task force website under the May
presentations at:

http://www.evergladesrestoration.gov/content/bbrrct_handouts.html).

Recent Bottlenose Dolphin Deaths in Biscayne Bay:

Dr. Jenny Litz, NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, Southeast Fisheries Science Center, gave
a presentation on the recent Bottlenose Dolphin deaths in Biscayne Bay. NOAA Fisheries has been
studying bottlenose dolphins in Biscayne Bay since 1990. Since 4/29, there have been 5 strandings
within a 6 mile area of Biscayne Bay, the highest number in Dade County. She also gave the Team
some information on turtle deaths. Jenny’s presentation can be found in the BBRRCT section on
the Task Force website at:

http://www.evergladesrestoration.gov/content/bbrrct _handouts.html).

Update on the NOAA Habitat Focus Area (HFA) for Biscayne Bay:
Dr. Joan Browder, Joint Coordinator Biscayne Bay HFA, NOAA-National Marine Fisheries Service,

was unable to give her presentation due to time constraints. The Update will be scheduled for
another meeting.

Impacts of Monofilament Line on Water Birds Over 35 years:

Yaritza Acosta, Wildlife Rehabilitator at the Pelican Harbor Seabird Station gave a presentation on
the impacts of monofilament line on water birds over 35 years. Pelican Harbor was founded in
1980. The Brown Pelican was an endangered species until 2009. They are predominately fish
eaters with a life span of about 20 years. They are one of 2 species of pelicans that plunge-dive
for fish. The Seabird Station’s mission is to rescue, treat, rehabilitate and care for sick, injured, or
orphaned wildlife, and to foster and promote the preservation, protection and propagation of
pelicans and other wildlife. Common injuries are: swallowed hook, fishing hook and/or line
entanglement, fractures, open wounds, and head trauma. Fishing line & tackle are a major



problem for seabirds. Anglers should dispose of line and tackle properly. From 1980 to 2014, there
have been 22,842 wildlife intakes at Pelican Harbor Seabird Station; 15,433 (67%) have been
native birds, 6,301 (28%) have been exotic birds with the remaining being 858 (4%) mammals and
150 (1%) reptiles. Of the native birds taken in, 38% have been brown pelicans. Injuries to brown
pelicans include pouch tears, ingested hooks, external hooks, and monofilament hook related
injuries. For more information visit the Pelican Harbor website at pelicanharbor.org. Yaritza’s
presentation can be found in the BBRRCT section on the Task Force website at:
http://www.evergladesrestoration.gov/content/bbrrct_handouts.html).

Derelict Trap Removal and Derelict Vessel Removal Programs:

John Ricisak, Miami-Dade County Department of regulatory and Economic Resources-Division of
Environmental Resources Management (RER-DERM) gave a presentation on the County’s Derelict
Trap Removal and Derelict Vessel Removal Programs. If a trap is in the water and the season is
closed, the trap is a derelict and can be removed by an authorized entity. If a trap is in the water
and the season is open the trap has to meet the definition of derelict by missing 3 of the following:
buoy, line, current trap tag, or ID or it has to be not intact to be considered derelict. There are
commercial and recreational traps. It is important to get derelict traps out of the water because
they continue to “ghost fish”. It is illegal for anyone except the owner or a party authorized in
writing by the owner to touch a trap buoy unless trap is derelict and the party has authorization
to remove derelict traps. DERM, aided by others, has removed hundreds of traps from the Card
Sound and Black Point areas.

A derelict vessel is any vessel on public waters in a damaged condition, aground or sunk. It is
primarily the duty of law enforcement to remove derelict vessels. It is usually a misdemeanor, but
can be a felony. Derelict boats create navigation hazards, pollution hazards, benthic impacts,
aesthetic impacts, and financial impacts (removal). Derelict boats are a problem in coastal areas.
Miami-Dade has more registered vessels than any other County in Florida, and has derelict
problems. However, Monroe County has the biggest problem. DERM has the ability to remove
derelict boats in some circumstances and cites the owner civilly rather than criminally as a law
enforcement officer would. DERM seeks restitution for costs whenever possible. Agencies have
to make a good faith effort to contact the owner of the boat before removal — at least post a
Notice on the boat. John’s presentation will be found in the BBRRCT section on the Task Force
website at:

http://www.evergladesrestoration.gov/content/bbrrct _handouts.html).

Environmental Coalition of Miami and the Beaches (ECOMB); Biscayne Bay Litter Prevention

Summit:

Gabriole Van Bryce & Luiz Rodriguez, Board of Directors, ECOMB, gave presentations on the
Environmental Coalition of Miami and the Beaches (ECOMB) and the Biscayne Bay Litter
Prevention Summit respectively.

The goals of ECOMB are to reduce litter, increase recycling rates, promote and restore coastal
habitats, and decrease the carbon footprint. ECOMB has a Litter Prevention and Adopt a Beach



Program. ECOMB and its 1,780 volunteers have removed over 11,496 pounds of litter from the
shoreline. ECOMB promotes recycling education. ECOMB has an e-waste drop-off station the use
of which prevents e-waste from going into the landfills. There is a monthly film festival — Cinema
Green — focused on a key environmental issue. ECOMB wants to empower the attendees to go
out into the community to talk about the problems and solutions. It is the 4" year of the Miami
Beach Environmental Film Festival.
The goals of the upcoming Biscayne Bay Litter Prevention Summit are:

e Share & coordinate resources;

e Identify the main sources of marine debris;

e |dentify strategies; and

e Create a comprehensive action plan with objectives, outcomes, commitment timelines,

regular meetings, and funding sources

The scope includes all Miami-Dade municipalities surrounding Biscayne Bay and inland
communities along canals and the Miami River. The Summit will include state and federal entities,
NGOs, elected officials, school system, etc. The coordinators are identifying a location for the
Summit which is proposed to be a 2 day event in June 2016.
There was a discussion by the Team regarding the hazards to wildlife, including turtles, posed by
helium balloons. A Team member stated that there is a Federal law banning helium balloons close
(100 — 150 miles) to the ocean.
Gabriole’s and Luiz’s presentations will be found in the BBRRCT section on the Task Force website
at:
http://www.evergladesrestoration.gov/content/bbrrct _handouts.html

The Chair adjourned the meeting at 3:30pm.



