Meeting Summary

Biscayne Bay Regional Restoration Coordination Team (BBRRCT)
NOVEMBER, 2016 10:00AM - 3:00 PM
NOAA Southeast Fisheries Science Center (SEFSC)
Statistics Building (rear of main building) Conference Room
75 Virginia Beach Drive Miami, FL 33149

Conference line 1- 302-202-1108; Participant Passcode 803454

10:00 am - 10:15am Welcome and Introductions

Phone:
e Dan Kipnis e Mark Bailey e John Ricisak
e Pam Gruver FWC e Jane Grove e Nancy Dersing
e Craig Rosenbacker e Caroline Mcgla e Joan Browder
e Attendees: e laurae e DEP, Biscayne
e SaraJackson o Kelsy BNP Aquatic Preserve
o Jeffry Mullins e  Phil Everingham

10:15am-11:15am Speaker; Jon Ricisak DERM. “DERM: Biscayne Bay Debris removal efforts
2016.”

Spiny lobster traps lobsters are not trapped. Very low budget includes staff time. Usually ask for help
transporting and containing disposal. Removed 326 traps, the majority was within Biscayne Nation Park
(BNP). This is a small percentage of traps out there.

Plastic traps are very long lasting and the state should revisit allowing the trap.
Jeffry Mullins said that a good bottom feeder would find them.

11:15am-12:00 pm Speaker: Sarah Latshaw NOAA. “ NOAA Marine Debris Program - Tackling
Marine Debris on a National Level”

http://marinedebris.noaa.gov

Marine Debris is any persistent solid material defined. Emergency response to improve preparedness
for response for acute waterway debris. She explained the plan content and remarked that Florida was
one of the 3 states she went over that had plans completed.

She talked about different buoy markers for commercial fisherman to use with their traps that through
testing worked the best. Also the outreach campaign to be aware of has an informational Hub website
https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/discover-issue/types-and-sources/abandoned-and-derelict-vessels

The 5 day crab pots are removed during closed season.

Here are the links supplied to additional information.

e 2016 Accomplishments Report
e Florida Incident Waterway Debris Response Guide
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e FY2017 Marine Debris Research Grant Opportunity
e Trash Talk Videos
e Abandoned and Derelict Vessel (ADV) InfoHub
e 2018 Marine Debris Calendar Art Contest (flyer and entry form)
e Marine Debris Tracker
e Regional Projects Discussed:
OBiscayne Bay Debris Removal - Coastal Cleanup Corporation (Facebook)
0Crab Trap Float Modification Study - South Carolina Department of Natural Resources
oTraveling Through Trash (Inflatable Whale Classroom) - University of North Carolina
Wilmington, Marine Quest (Facebook)
oFlorida Microplastic Awareness Project - Florida Sea Grant
oFishermen-led Crab Trap Recovery Project - North Carolina Coastal Federation
oRemoving Debris with the help of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) - Rachel Carson
Reserve & Duke (Facebook)

1:00 pm - 1:30 pm Speaker: Pam Sweeney DERM. “Summary of the environmental impact of the
Miami Boat Show, on the Marine Stadium and adjacent property”

She explained that they studied the impacts of the boat show. They had several issues including
nearshore seagrass reduction questions. They plan on providing a travel route class 1 permit
condition. Laura Eldridge explained that buoy updates will be done. She also discussed derelict
trap program and microplastics effects of debris on wildlife.

Assessment of amount of debris and re-accumulation
1:30 pm - 2:00 pm Speaker: Kelsy Armstrong BNP. “BNP: Debris removal effort 2016”

She went over the sources of Marine Debris and the accumulation and Impacts. Derelict trap program.
Microplastics effects of debris on wildlife

Marine debris is an all-too-common occurrence within the waters and coastal areas of Biscayne
National Park. In many cases, the extent of debris accumulation is not well quantified and
impacts of debris on wildlife and habitats are not well understood. This presentation will provide
highlights from four projects that seek to improve our understanding of the occurrence, impacts,
and management of marine debris in the park: 1) The Alternative Break Program, which utilizes
hundreds of volunteers to remove an annual average of nearly 9 tons of debris from sea turtle
nesting beaches and other sensitive coastal habitats; 2) The Marine Debris Accumulation and
Impacts study, which assesses the amount of marine debris present on offshore reefs, the
composition and use categories of removed debris, debris re-accumulation rates on reefs cleared
of debris, and the impacts of debris on sessile reef organisms; 3) Derelict Trap Removal
Programs, which occur both in reef and bay habitats; and 4) The Monofilament Recycling
Station program, which provides park visitors fishing at popular locations with a way to properly
dispose of used monofilament so that less monofilament is improperly discarded into the
environment where it poses as an entanglement risk to a variety of wildlife.

LOCAL SOURCES include: Recreational boating, Recreational fishing, Commercial fishing,
and Coastal recreation. Assessment of amount of debris and re-accumulation show that in
a single day, the EPA estimates passengers aboard a typical cruise ship will generate:

+21,000 gallons of sewage
* 2000 Ibs of garbage



Meeting Summary

170,000 gallons of waste-water from sinks, showers and laundry
25+ pounds of batteries, fluorescent lights, medical wastes and expired chemicals

*6,400 gallons of oily bilge water from engines

+8,500 disposable water bottles

Impacts to BNP include, wildlife impacts, altered habitats, and a reduced quality in visitor

experience

*  Wildlife Injury

+ Wildlife Death

* All Impacts

.- 46
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- 60
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Derelict definition has to be missing everything-much easier in closed season to remove because they
are all derelict at that time. Trap retrieval Programs laws are really strict-cant mess
with any trap even if derelict. Makes it difficult.

Volunteers conduct large-scale coastal clean-ups, particularly on sea turtle nesting beaches and along
popular fishing areas

Year-round, mostly in cooler months

College, High School, NGO groups, individuals

Coastal Cleanup Corporation

Weight of
YEAR # OF # OF WORK # OF GROUPS TOTAL HRS Debris
VOLUNTEERS DAYS WORKED Collected
(Ibs)
2014 252 25 20 2433 13285
2015 234 30 17 1910 15604
2016 296 35 18 2135 13480
TOTALS 782 a0 55 6478 42369

Coral Reef Debris Accumulation and Impacts Study. The Goals of study is:

* Quantify and remove existing amounts of debris

e (Categorize debris by use category

* Assess impacts to sessile reef biota
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*  Monitor and document re-accumulation
*  Compare marine debris accumulation within and outside the Marine Reserve Zone

After first round of clean-up efforts:

1126 injuries to and 299 mortalities of sessile benthic organisms

Fire Coral Stony |Gorgonian| Sponge [Zooanthid]Fire Coral Stony |Gorgonian| Sponge |Zooanthid| TOTALS
Injury Coral Injury Injury Injury | Mortality Coral Mortality | Mortality | Mortality
Injury Mortality

Food& Drink 0 6 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 8
Gen. Boating 13 12 23 89 0 1 1 5 22 0 166
Hook & Line 103 24 65 212 5 26 8 10 32 0 485
Spearing/Diving 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 4
Trap fishery 28 44 91 301 8 13 6 33 121 0 645
Other 13 5 17 62 0 4 1 2 13 0 117
TOTALS 158 91 196 668 13 44 17 50 188 0 1425

Together, Hook & Line fishing and Trap fishery were the source of 79.2% of all documented debris-
associated injuries/mortalities

Sponges were the taxa group most frequently injured or killed by debris. Not sure if this is because
sponges may be more abundant than other benthic taxa or because sponge morphology makes them
more likely to be affected.

2:00 pm —2:30 pm Speaker: Pam Gruver FWC. “FWC: Debris removal effort 2016”

3 major trap fisheries in Florida. Traps may become lost or abandoned Traps are considered
derelict when they remain in the water during the closed season, or lack certain elements during
the open season. Derelict traps Impact marine life, the environment, and public safety and
Continue to trap marine life (“ghost fishing”).[] May also trap small turtles, birds and pose as
Navigational hazards.

Trap Retrieval Programs started in 1980s through early 2000s and included: volunteers, law,
enforcement, and commercial fishermen. In 2006 the Spiny Lobster/Stone Crab Trap Retrieval
Program was implemented. In 2009 FWC implemented blue crab closures specifically to
facilitate the removal of lost and abandoned traps

FWC contracts with commercial fishers during the closed season to remove derelict spiny
lobster, stone crab, and blue crab traps. FWC observers are onboard all commercial boats
participating in trap retrieval operations. FWC also provides authorization for volunteer groups
to conduct derelict trap cleanups.

Approximately 5,000 traps are remove annually. Approximately 40,000 derelict traps

removed from 2007 through 2014. 76% of these traps were removed by FWC Trap Retrieval
Programs and 24% of these traps were removed by volunteers participating in authorized derelict
trap cleanup events.

BBRCT can help the Trap Retrieval Program by forwarding locations of derelict traps and [
BBRCT can help make recreational and commercial trappers aware of upcoming closures (every
other year for blue crab)



Meeting Summary

2:30 pm — 2:45 pm Closing discussions



