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Overview
• Flood-Prepared Communities Project 
• The Case for Living Shorelines 
• USACE NWP Program 
• Outreach & Next Steps



Goal: Protect flood-prone areas, conserve natural areas, 
save taxpayer dollars by: 

– Reforming the National Flood Insurance Program. 
– Increasing federal investment in programs that help 

communities prepare for and reduce risk of floods.
– Improving resiliency and durability requirements for 

infrastructure rebuilt after catastrophes.
– Protecting ecosystems, such as wetlands, salt 

marshes, and dunes, which can absorb storm impacts 
and help shield property. 

Flood-Prepared Communities 
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Nature-based solutions 
provide sustainable, cost-
effective, multi-purpose 
and flexible alternatives 
that make us more 
resilient.
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Reduce barriers for living shorelines

Easy for land owner to obtain federal 
permit to harden the shoreline

Difficult for land owner to obtain 
federal permit for living shoreline
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June 1, 2016: NWPB 
“Living Shorelines” 



USACE Regulatory Jurisdiction

Graphic from: http://www.usace.army.mil/Portals/2/docs/civilworks/regulatory/juris_imagesv2.pdf



General Permit 
• Issued in 0 - 45 days
• Reduced paperwork and 

limited or no review time
• Incentivizes applicant to 

align project with general 
permit conditions to avoid 
the individual permit 
process

Individual Permit
• Approx. 120-days or more
• Public notice
• Federal Agency 

coordination
– 404(b)(1) EPA environmental 

review
– Public interested review 

(USFWS)
– NEPA documentation
– ESA, Historic Preservation
– State Certification (Water 

Quality & CZMA)
• Final decision: as proposed, 

modified, or denied

Federal Permit Comparison



Nationwide Permit (NWP) Program
 Authorizes ~ 70,000 activities per year

• ~40,000 reported activities
• ~30,000 activities that do not require reporting 

to the USACE districts
 49 different nationwide permits, one rule 

making
 General permits can be issued for a period 

of no more than five years



NWP 13 – Bank 
Stabilization
• Terms and conditions 

developed to 
authorize structural 
approaches: 
bulkheads and 
seawalls

NWP 27 – Aquatic 
Ecosystem Restoration 
• Terms and conditions 

developed without 
including bank 
stabilization 

Two Relevant NWPs

Most Living Shoreline activities achieve both stabilization and 
ecosystem goals but don’t meet the requirements of under 
either existing permit. 



Opportunity
Advance new NWP for living shorelines
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Comment Strategy & Tactics

– 20 Members of Congress 
sign letter

– Over 40,000 comments 
submitted in support

– National stakeholder 
forum



NWP Reissuance Timeline 

Notice of 
Proposed Rule 
Making

•Anticipate Mid-
February
proposal from 
USACE to 
reissue and 
amend 
nationwide 
permits in the 
Federal 
Register

•Corps Districts 
issue regional 
conditions and 
regional permits 
for public 
comment in 
tandem

60-Day Public 
Comment Period 

•Anticipated 
mid-February 
to mid-April

•Online 
comment 
submission via 
regulations.gov

USACE 
Consideration

•Anticipated 
internal review 
time from May 
to September

•USACE 
continues 
consultation 
with other 
Federal 
Agencies

Draft Final Rule

•USACE 
submits draft 
final rule to 
OMB

•Anticipated 
September 
2016

Final Decision 
Document

•Expect 2017 
Nationwide 
Permits to be 
in Federal 
Register by 
late February 
2017

•2012 permits 
expire on 
3/18/17

•2017 NWPs 
effective 
3/19/17

March 2016 March 2017 



Questions 


