CERP Vision Statement

“The overarching objective of the Plan is the restoration, preservation, and protection of
the South Florida ecosystem while providing for other water-related needs of the
region, including water supply and flood protection” (WRDA 2000). Success for the

natural system will be to recover and sustain those essential hydrological and biological

characteristics that both defined the original pre-drainage greater Everglades and made
it unique among the world’s wetlands. These defining characteristics include the great
extent of naturally interconnected and interrelated wetlands, sheet flow, extremely low
levels of nutrients in freshwater wetlands, high levels of estuarine productivity, and the
great resilience of the plant community mosaics and abundance of many of the native
wetland animals. Although the future Everglades ecosystem will be a “new” Everglades
because it will be smaller than the pre-drainage system, restoration will have been
successful if the new system responds to the recovery of these defining characteristics
by functionally behaving as a wild Everglades system rather than as a set of managed,
disconnected wetlands. Success for the human systems will be to maintain or improve
current levels of water supply and flood protection in a rapidly growing human
population in south Florida, consistent with the goals of the Plan for the natural system.
The Plan’s greatest strength is that it integrates natural and human system objectives
into a single design, and thereby re-couples an array of public interests into a common
strategy for the future of south Florida.



Guiding Principles for the Integrated Delivery Schedule (IDS) January 2015

The Integrated Delivery Schedule acknowledges the Federal and State agencies commitment to
complete the implementation of key ongoing projects, which include projects authorized and
under construction. . Itincludes the “Foundation Projects” (i.e. those projects authorized
before CERP to include Kissimmee River Restoration, C&SF: C-111 South Dade, and C&SF: C-
51/STA-1 East)

All projects related to the restoration of the Everglades on which CERP is dependent will be
considered in the development of the IDS but will not be included in the funding scenarios as
these projects are funded through other program authorities or by other entities. These include
both State and Federal initiatives such as Herbert Hoover Dike Rehabilitation, Modified Water
Deliveries to ENP, Tamiami Trail Next Steps Bridging and the Restoration Strategies projects.
The IDS funding scenarios will only include projects funded through the Corps under the South
Florida Ecosystem Restoration Program (SFER) which include: Kissimmee River Restoration,
C&SF (includes C-111 South Dade, C-51/STA-1E and CERP)

No CERP projects will be excluded as part of updating the IDS; this re-evaluation is merely to
update the project sequencing and develop a realistic implementation schedule for the CERP
projects.

Projects should be implemented in a sequence that achieves the CERP restoration objectives at
the earliest practicable time, consistent with funding constraints.

Project and/or project component interdependencies will drive the sequencing order for
constructing projects.

As appropriate, the Interim Goals and Targets should be used to measure restoration progress.

The IDS incorporates the Master Implementation Sequencing Plan for CERP as required by the

Programmatic Regulations.

The IDS should consider the implications of climate change and sea-level rise and potential

hydrologic changes to systemwide planning and project prioritization.

Science should be an integral component of sequencing decisions.




