
Summary of Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s data  
for the South Florida Ecosystem Restoration Land Acquisition Strategy 

 
 
 

Closing the Gaps in Florida's Wildlife Habitat Conservation System describes habitat 
areas in Florida that should be conserved if key components of the state’s biological diversity are to 
be maintained. The project employed a computerized Geographic Information System to manipulate 
geographic data sets and create distribution maps for selected species of wildlife, threatened species 
of plants, and rare plant communities. The geographic data sets used in the project included a 
statewide land-cover map derived from Landsat satellite imagery; over 25,000 geographically 
referenced points documenting known occurrences of rare animals, plants, and communities; 
digitized maps of public and private lands devoted to some extent to conservation; a digitized general 
soils map; a digitized map of the statewide road network; a digitized map of selected private lands; 
and a digitized map of county boundaries. Drawing from techniques developed in the fields of 
wildlife management and conservation biology, the Geographic Information System was used to 
assess the degree of security provided to rare species by the current system of conservation lands and 
to identify important habitat areas not currently protected. The lands recommended in the report for 
additional protection are referred to as Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas.  

Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas depict lands needed to meet minimum conservation 
goals for the following: * 30 species of wildlife inadequately protected by the current system of 
conservation lands, * high quality sandhill sites, * high quality scrub sites, * high quality pine 
rocklands sites, * high quality examples of tropical hardwood hammocks, * bat maternity caves and 
winter roost caves, * wetlands important to the breeding success of eight species of wading birds, and 
* lands important to the long-term survival of 105 globally rare species of plants.  

Purpose:  
Provide information to land use planners, biological consultants, and regulatory agency 

personnel on ways to evaluate and mitigate the impacts of development on fish and wildlife and their 
habitats.  

The objective of this report is to identify lands in Florida that, at a minimum, must be 
conserved and managed in order to ensure the long-term survival of key components of Florida's 
biological diversity. This objective was pursued by (1) identifying habitat areas that are essential to 
the survival of rare and declining species not adequately protected by the current system of 
conservation areas; (2) identifying areas important to several globally endangered species of plants 
and rare animal and plant communities; and (3) identifying regional areas of high biological diversity 
(hot spots) to assist in local land-use planning.  



Recommended Data Layers for SFER Strategy 
FWC maintains a series of data layers associated with the ‘Closing the Gaps’ publication in both a grid 

(raster) format and as shapefiles (vector) format to be used in a GIS.  These include:   
 
 the Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas (statewide and county),  
 Biodiversity Hotspots (statewide and county) and  
 Priority Wetlands (statewide and county) 

 
FWC also maintains a series of data used in developing the Strategic Habitat Conservation Areas, 

Biodiversity Hotspots and Priority Wetlands.  These data layers are available upon request and include:  
 individual species potential and strategic habitat modeling results (statewide and county),  
 the Wildlife Observation data (FWC WILDOBS) (statewide),  

 
More recent landcover data is being used to update the ‘Closing the Gaps’ and produce a change 

detection between the earlier 1985-1989 landcover and the 2003 landcover.  These data include: 
 

 FWC 2003 landcover (statewide),  
 1994 to 2003 Change Detection (statewide and county). 

 
Using these Data to Evaluate Land Acquisition Projects 
FWC recommends using these data to be used during habitat conservation and landuse planning.  These data 
are at a scale sufficient to apply to regional and statewide plans and projects. 
   
Obtaining the Data 
Online documentation exists for each of these data layers in the form or reports.  These documents 
are in a .pdf format and downloadable at  
 

<http://floridaconservation.org/oes/habitat_sec/pubs.htm>; 
<http://floridaconservation.org/oes/habitat_sec/Kautz_priorwet.pdf> 
<http://floridaconservation.org/oes/habitat_sec/Closing_Gaps.pdf> 

 
The FWC 2003 Landcover data is downloadable at:   

<http://myfwc.com/oes/habitat_sec/gis/fl_veg03.htm>   
 
CDs can be requested by email, mail or fax at the following: 
 

gisrequests@MyFWC.com 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
Fish and Wildlife Research Institute 
620 South Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, FL  32399-1600 
FAX (850) 922-5679 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Other FWC Data 
Bald Eagle Nest Sites 

Description: Bald eagle nest locations. 
Time Period: Data current through 2002. (updated annually) 
Format: ArcView Shapefile, ArcInfo interchange (.e00) 
Availability: Statewide 
Metadata: FGDC-compliant metadata in progress 
Other Info: See the Division of Wildlife’s eagle website for the most current data 

(http://WildFlorida.org/eagle/default.htm)  
 

Breeding Bird Atlas 

Description: Centroid point for each breeding bird atlas block with breeding code criteria for each 
species.  No updates anticipated. 

Format: ArcView Shapefile, ArcInfo interchange (.e00) 
Availability: Statewide 
Metadata: FGDC-compliant metadata in progress 
Other Info: See the Division of Wildlife’s breeding bird atlas website for the most current data 

(http://wildflorida.org/bba/default.asp)  
 

Florida Black Bear Road Kills 

Description: General locations of Florida black bear road kills 
Time Period: 1976 - 2003 (updated annually) 
Format: ArcView Shapefile, ArcInfo interchange (.e00) 
Availability: Statewide 
Metadata: FGDC-compliant metadata in progress 
Other Info: See the Division of Wildlife’s black bear website for more bear information 

(http://wildflorida.org/bear/default.htm)  
 

Florida Black Bear Nuisance Reports 

Description: General locations of Florida black bear nuisance reports 
Time Period: 1980 - 2003 (updates annually) 
Format: ArcView Shapefile, ArcInfo interchange (.e00) 
Availability: Statewide 
Metadata: FGDC-compliant metadata in progress  

 
Florida Panther Priority Habitat Conservation Areas 

Description: Priority 1 and Priority 2 habitat conservation areas for the Florida panther in south 
Florida. 

Time Period: 1993 (no updates planned) 
Format: ArcView Shapefile, ArcInfo interchange (.e00) 
Availability: Statewide 
Metadata: FGDC-compliant metadata in progress 



Other Info: Digitized maps from:  
Logan, T., A. C. Eller, Jr., R. Morrell, D. Ruggner, and J. Sewell.  1993.  Florida 

panther habitat preservation plan:  south Florida population.  Florida Panther 
Interagency Committee, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Gainesville, FL.  

 
Florida Panther Road Kills 

Description: Known locations of Florida panther road kills 
Time Period: 1972 - 2000 (updates irregular) 
Format: ArcView Shapefile, ArcInfo interchange (.e00) 
Availability: Statewide 
Metadata: FGDC-compliant metadata in progress  

 
Florida Panther Telemetry Locations 

Description: Florida panther radio-telemetry locations 
Time Period: FEB 1981 - JUN 2001 (updated annually) 
Format: ArcView Shapefile, ArcInfo interchange (.e00) 
Availability: Statewide (all locations in south Florida) 
Metadata: FGDC-compliant metadata in progress  

 
Wildlife Observation Database 

Description: Wildlife species occurrence records 
Time Period: 1987 - 1993 (no updates planned) 
Format: ArcView Shapefile, ArcInfo interchange (.e00) 
Availability: Statewide 
Metadata: FGDC-compliant metadata in progress  

 
Wading Bird Rookeries 

Description: General locations of wading bird rookeries 
Time Period: 1999 (updates irregular) 
Format: ArcView Shapefile, ArcInfo interchange (.e00) 
Availability: Statewide 
Metadata: FGDC-compliant metadata in progress 
Other Info: See the Division of Habitat and Species conservation waterbird colony website for the 

most current data (http://wildflorida.org/waders/  
 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Beth Stys or Beth.Stys@MyFWC.com.  However to request data, 
please use datarequests@MyFWC.com.   
 


