Minority View of the Seminole Tribe of Florida — The Western Basins

In consideration of the 2012 South Florida Ecosystem Restoration Task Force Strategy and
Biennial Report, the Seminole Tribe of Florida seeks to amend the report with the following note.
As background, over the past six months, the Corps explained that CEPP projects would not be
available to contribute to resolving challenging hydrology problems on the Big Cypress
Reservation because the western basins have never been appropriately modeled to allow
effective planning. The Tribe once again requests that the western basins be monitored and
modeled. The Tribe seeks a response in the Task Force’s strategy for how to address the
western basins in the restoration of the South Florida Ecosystem.

The Seminole Tribe of Florida is committed to restoring the South Florida Ecosystem. The
identity of the Seminole Tribe of Florida is tied to the lands and waters of South Florida, our
ancestral home. Our elders believe that the health of the Tribe and our members directly
relates to the health of our ecosystem. We focus on managing our lands within our reservation
boundaries; we also watch the land and water that surrounds this boundary because our
history is not limited to the lines on current day maps. Our future will be controlled by a large
extent by the decisions made regarding land use and water control all around our reservation.
So we look to our region, including lands in the western basins, to see how the federal, state,
and local governments are providing resources and planning for a healthy future. And what we
now see causes great distress.

The Seminole Tribe has been actively engaged in the South Florida Ecosystem Restoration effort
for nearly 20 years. We have supported this effort technically and politically through all of
these years. More specifically, we are constructing in full partnership with the US Army Corps
of Engineers (Corps) an extensive water control system on the Big Cypress Reservation. This
project is important to us and to our region and we appreciate the Corps’ work and federal
funding. But focusing solely on the land and water within our Reservation’s legal boundaries is
short-sighted. And this has been our position for nearly two decades. We have urged over and
over again through all the planning efforts, going back to the Restudy, basis for CERP, to include
the western basins in the Central Everglades system in the monitoring, modeling, data
gathering, design, planning, and project implementation. We have been informed that waters
in the western basins that impact the Central Everglades Planning Project (CEPP) are not
included in the scope of CEPP because the monitoring, data gathering, and modeling have still
not been done in this region, despite our repeated requests to do so for over 14 years. We
applaud the Corps’ drive to complete the CEPP planning process in 18 months, but we remain
very concerned by the long-standing inattention to this region.

Apart from the fact that we, a valued partner in Everglades Restoration by all accounts, have
been effectively ignored in our repeated requests for monitoring, modeling, and planning in this
region, we note that the federal government has an obligation through its trust responsibilities
to restore the northwest corner of WCA 3A, where the Seminole Tribe of Florida retains hunting
and fishing rights, at a minimum. Beyond CEPP, how will the restoration planning address the
Central Everglades north and west of the redline in the current CEPP models?



