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Seminole Tribe of Florida Presentation
to the SFERTF December 2012

* The Tribe issued a Minority View for inclusion in the
SFERTF 2012 Strategy and Biennial Report that represents
the culmination of and seeks a response to the Tribe’s long
standing concerns for natural systems in the western basins
of the Everglades:

e Adequate water supply for the environment in the western
basins;

e The lack of attention by federal and state resource agencies on
western basin conditions.

* The SFERTF directed the OERI to convene a meeting of a
subset of Task Force member agencies to discuss this issue
and to return to the Task Force with an update at its next
meeting.



Specific Concerns Raised by
the Tribe

* The Big Cypress Reservation Critical Project is not
operating as intended;

® Natural areas in the reservation and downstream are
experiencing negative ecological impacts, affecting
core Tribal values;

* The CEPP does not address problems in the western
basins;

* The Tribe’s concerns are long standing and have not
been addressed.
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Western Everglades Natural Areas
Reviewed

* The Tribe expressed its restoration goals:

e Provide enough water to the Big Cypress Reservation
and the Big Cypress National Preserve to allow
rehydration of the natural systems and to restore a
healthy, diverse ecosystem sooner than later.

e Consistent with the purpose of the Big Cypress
Reservation Critical Project



January 2013 Seminole Tribe of Florida
Members and Tribal Council Representative Comments

Wovoka Tommie, Assistant Tribal Council Representative Big Cypress Reservation and
Mondo Tiger, Tribal Council Representative Big Cypress Reservation expressed the Tribe’s
concerns about the health of Western Everglades Natural Systems. A few key points:

* Changes have been visible in the lifetimes of current tribal members
* The Tribe’s cultural values are threatened by the ecological degradation of these systems
* There are features of the ecosystem that have disappeared or significantly changed:

¢ Mudpuppies

* Fireflies
* Leeches
* Eels

*  Ducks

*  Quail

* Unnatural drying of soils
* Invasive species
* Cypress heads are diminishing
* Natural areas are experiencing negative ecological effects
* Drying of soils
e Invasive species
» Cypress head health is diminishing



Western Everglades Natural Areas

Discussion Convened By OERI

* Three all day meetings convened to date.
* Attended by several Task Force member entities:

e USACE, SFWMD, DOI (BICY), EPA, USDA, FDEP, Miccosukee Tribe.

e January 2013: Discussion of known key issues including S-190
operations, data ﬁa s, western weir, Critical Project performance.
Resulted in a “call for data.”

March 2013: Highly technical discussion about data gaps, organization,
etc. Resulted in the development of a data template and the sharing of
additional data.

e June 2013: Updates on S-190 regulation schedule study scope, western

weir survey/recalibration, and dgata template. Discussion of potential
funding sources for work on western basin natural areas issues.
Brainstorming session identified immediate, short term and long term
actions that merit further exploration.

e August 6, 2013: Next meeting scheduled.



| QUESTIONS?



