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WSE Operational Guidelines Decision Tree
Part 1: Define Lake Okeechobee Discharges to the Water Conservation Areas

Check Lake Apply Tributary Apply Multi-Seasonal In Zone D, Check
Water Level Condlition Climate Outlooks Desirability of Releases
Daily Criteria on a Monthly Basis to the Everglades

Pump
Maximum
ZONE A - Practicable

to WCAs

Maximum
Practicable
to WCAs

ZON E B WCASs < max
of upper
schedule
+0.25 ft No Discharge
START to WCAs
Lake Okeechobee
Water Level
Maximum
Practicable
to WCAs

WCAs < max

ZONE C

of upper
schedule
+0.25 ft

No Discharge
to WCAs

Maximum
Practicable
to WCAs

Tributary

ZONE D

Hydrologic Seasonal

Everglades

Outlook impacts

Conditions

No Discharge
to WCAs

Note: This Decision Tree provides essential
supplementary information to be used in
conjunction with the WSE regulation schedule.
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WSE Operational Guidelines Decision Tree
Part 2: Define Lake Okeechobee Discharges to Tidewater (Estuaries)

Apply Tributary Check Special Lake Apply Meteorological Forecasts on a
C Weekly Basis; apply Seasonal and

Cri andlt/on riteria dally as needed Multi-Seasonal Climate Outlooks
riteria Weekly for Zones B & D on a Monthly Basis

Up to Maximum

»Discharge Capacity
WET TO VERY WET To Tidewater

\

p to 30 da
Meteorological
Forecast

EXTREMELY WET Zone B Steady Flow
—S-80 Up to 3500cfs

WET TO VERY WET  [S-77 Up to 6500cfs

\/
\

NORMAL TO
VERY WET

Tributary
Hydrologic
Conditions

NORMAL TO DRY

NORMAL TO
VERY WET
p to 30 da

Meteorological
Forecast Up to Zone B

»1S-80 Up to 3500cfs
S-77 Up to 6500cfs
EXTREMELY WET pto30 0N et 10 VERY WET D
> Meteorological

o Zone C Steady Flow
»S-80 Up to 2500cfs
S-77 Up to 4500cfs

Up to Maximum
Pulse Release
to the Estuaries

Seasona
Climate
QOutlook

NORMAL
TO DRY

DRY

START
Lake Okeechobee
Water Level

Forecast

Tributary NORMAL TO DRY

WET TO VERY WET

Hydrologic > -
Conditions EITHER FORECAST INDICATES NORMAL TO VERY WeT | UP to Maximum
WET TO VERY WET » Pulse Release
Seasonal ulti- to the Estuaries
NORMAL TO DRY  _ _~Climate Outiook™,_BOTH FORECASTS o Aeﬁasona' :
& Meteorological INDICATE NORMAL TO DRY Climate No Discharge
Forecast to Tidewater
EXTREMELY WEL-take Stage 1o ,p Seasonal\ ' very WET Up to Zone C
within 0.5 feet — Climate »S-80 Up to 2500cfs
Outlook S-77 Up to 4500cfs|

OTHERWISE

Tributary
Hydrologic
Conditions

A

ZONE D

Y

Up to Maximum
Pulse Release

ulti-
Seasonal

WET TO
VERY WET

Seasona

Climate VERY WET

Climate

Outlook to the Estuaries

Note: This Decision Tree provides
essential supplementary information -
to be used in conjunction with the NORMAL TO DRY | No Discharge

WSE regulation schedule. to Tidewater

OTHERWISE

Y
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acted - benefits water supply

s Provides more flexibility in release decisions
— Uses climate forecasting
— decision trees are part of the schedule
— outflow rules provide ranges vs fixed rates



. MuIt-seast')'haI Climate Outlook (~12 months)
— NOAA Climate Prediction Center

s Lake Okeechobee Net Inflow Outlook
— SFWMD’s HSM Department



Simulated Stages and Flows

Large inflows raise stage

more than 3ftin 6wks

Stage with WSE through
drought is higher; and

water use.

Stage with WSE is
0.5-1.0 ft higher due to the

of an upcoming drought.
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Slmulated Stages and FIows
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WSE TAQS
s Wil WSE stop)all discharges to
Liieestaniess—
— | o sWSEWIll reduce the frequency and
durauien elflarge continuous discharges,
| Releases” are expected to




s Wil WSE immediately drop the lake
stage 2y to benefit the littoral zone”
F old water in the lake
durgewsntlow: and forecast dry periods
La Nina). It will tend release more water
when there are high inflows and forecast
wet periods (El Nino).

= The lower zone (D) of WSE is approximately 2 ft. lower
than the previous schedule, but it is a conditional release
Zone.




VCAs when, they will not be adversely

affected from the additional water.

= However, the hydraulic capacity of the southern
structures remains very limited, and will continue to be a
restriction to large flows into the WCAs



WSETAQS
N WSE negative -
s W WSE negatively impact the
waterssupply capability of the lake”
— |\ W/SE actually allows more water to be
“heldiniltake during dry and forecast dry
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