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1. Welcome and Introductions

Phil Everingham, the newly appointed Chairman of the BBRRCT, called the meeting to order and
asked everyone to introduce themselves.

2. Review and Discussion of Working Group Meeting
Phil Everingham and Vice-Chair Pamela Sweeney discussed the South Florida Ecosystem
Restoration Working Group (Working Group) Meeting which they recently attended. Ms.




Sweeney, as Acting Chair, presented the Team’s memo regarding the Central Everglades
Planning Project and Biscayne Bay. The memo reiterated the Team’s concerns about any
reductions to freshwater flows to Biscayne Bay associated with CEPP, but indicated that
ADDITIONAL freshwater is required. The following recommendations are contained in the
memo:

e Given the model-projected reductions to flows to Biscayne Bay due to CEPP, the BBRRCT
supports inclusion of Biscayne Bay in the CEPP Adaptive Management Plan. Within that
plan, flow, water quality, and salinity should be continuously monitored, the data
evaluated on a seasonal basis, and adaptive management actions taken as necessary to
protect Biscayne Bay;

e CEPP and other water management planning processes should improve, or at a
minimum maintain, existing quantity, quality, timing, and distribution of freshwater flow
to all of Biscayne Bay; and

e A mechanism for scientists and others most familiar with Biscayne Bay’s natural systems
to communicate with managers should be provided as CEPP moves forward.

Phil Everingham was introduced to the Working Group as the Team’s recommendation for the
new Chair; Phil was approved and appointed Chair by the Working Group.

Update: Central Everglades Planning Project (CEPP): Discussion of new data/findings as they
relate to Biscayne Bay

Jerilyn Ashworth, aided by other BBRRCT members on the CEPP Project Delivery Team, gave a
Modified CEPP Update consisting of CEPP presentations given since July 1%. The CEPP Final Array
of Alternatives as well as the Tentatively Selected Plan was presented. Additional modeling had

been done. The presentation stated:

e In general, ALT4R2 maintains the majority of the system benefit identified in ALT4R and
demonstrates a substantial hydrologic improvement over the baselines,

e Many areas that were identified as potentially impacted in earlier evaluations (e.g.
LOSA, WCA2B, WCA3B, LEC, Biscayne Bay, etc..) are improved and maintaining
performance relative to the baselines, and

e ALT4R2 increases surface water discharges throughout LEC east of ENP and toward
Biscayne Bay, relative to ALT4R.

The presentation contained several tables and diagrams addressing Biscayne Bay flows.
(NOTE: This presentation is posted on the BBRRCT website.)

Biscayne Bay Phytoplankton Bloom — Summer 2013

Susan Markley gave a Water Quality Summary & Observations on Spatial Extent presentation
regarding the brown-colored algae bloom in Biscayne Bay with contributions from other Team
members. DERM field crews observed from July 1-11 three large visible “patches” located:

e Rickenbacker to south of Deering along western side,

e South central offshore of Convoy Point to shoreline of Elliott, and



e Arsenickers through Card and into northern Barnes Sound.
Water samples were collected in the dense area of “patches” and in the clear water areas
outside the “patches”. The presentation contained sampling results. As a preliminary finding,
the causes of the bloom remain unknown, but point sources such as sewage spills or landfills are
unlikely because the bloom is widespread and associated more with marine salinity. The
condition is not “normal” but so far has not had human health effects. This could change, or
there may be ecological effects. Need to remain vigilant. Next Steps:
e Federal, state and local agencies and university scientists are collaborating to optimize
response and cost savings,
e NOAA-AOML are conducting continuous sampling transects this week (week of July
15%), which will help make a more thorough map of bloom pattern,
e Another set of baywide DERM samples are under analysis, and
e More samples are being sent to experts for identification, testing for chemical toxins.
(NOTE: This presentation is posted on the BBRRCT web site).

Communications Directions

Vice-Chair Sweeney led a discussion regarding Team communications with the Working Group.

Old Business

Vice-Chair Sweeney requested, in discussions held prior to the meeting, that the efforts of the
environmental community regarding the field trip for SFWMD Governing Board members be
recognized.

Wrap-Up
Sarah Bellmund announced to the Team that the SFWMD’s Lower East Coast (LEC) Water Supply
Plan is out for comment. The LEC is a future agenda topic.

Announcements and Closing

This is Kahlil Kettering’s last BBRRCT Meeting as he is leaving the area. Mr. Kettering has
represented the National Parks Conservation Association on the BBRRCT for the past several
years.

The Chair adjourned the meeting at 3:00pm.






