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Purpose of Meeting

• Obtain your views on new 
alternatives presented

• Summarize Plan history and 
alternatives

• Describe new alternatives,    
including a new NPS preferred 
alternative & collaboration
– Special recreation zone (SRZ)
– SRZ fishing access
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Purpose of Biscayne National Park

“To preserve and protect for the 
education, inspiration, recreation, 
and enjoyment of present and future 
generations a rare combination 
of terrestrial, marine 
and amphibious life in 
a tropical setting of 
great natural beauty.”
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What is a General Management 
Plan?

• Proposed zoning for the park as a whole
• Sets desired resource conditions and visitor 
experiences

• Meant to last ~20 years (last one 1983)
• Provides a framework for decisions by future 
park managers
– How to protect resources & provide visitor 
experiences

– Manage visitor use
– What kinds of facilities could be developed
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Biscayne National Park Location
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Biscayne National Park Highlights

• One of the largest marine parks  (95% water) 
in the national park system

• Recreation destination for 496,000 people 
annually

• Provides recreational opportunity for 4.4 million 
people in South Florida within 50 miles of the 
park
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Biscayne National Park Highlights

Visitor opportunities to 
experience:

– multiple ecosystems

– wildlife watching

– snorkeling, diving, fishing

– historic shipwrecks

– historic structures

– coral reefs
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Park began the 
GMP process

General Management Plan History
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Public scoping 
meetings held

• Public workshops to determine 
potential marine reserve zone 
configurations/locations

• Science review determined 
best configurations

Park released the 
Draft Plan to the 

public and held three 
public meetings



Alternatives from 2011 Plan
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• (Details in 2011 Plan)ALTERNATIVES 1-5  

• (No Action)ALTERNATIVE 1 

• (Original preferred) 
with Marine Reserve Zone

ALTERNATIVE 4 



Why increase reef protection?

The park has experienced a drastic reduction in fish 
abundances and diversity over the past 30 years, with 
most fish observed below the legal minimum size limit.
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Furthermore… over half of fishing trips in park return with no fish.

64%

36%

Trends in reef fish species over 
~30 years

Decreasing
Occurrence
Increasing
Occurrence
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ALTERNATIVE 1 
(No‐Action)

• Current 

condition

• Used for 

comparison


