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1. Welcome and Introductions
Phil Everingham, Chairman of the BBRRCT, called the meeting to order and asked everyone to

introduce themselves.

2. Update on CEPP, BBCW Projects and Funding
Matt Morrison, Everglades Policy and Coordination, SFWMD, updated the Team on the CEPP
and the TSP Alt 4R2. The public comment period on the Draft PIR/EIS closed on November 1,
2013. The Revised Draft PIR is based on public, agency, IEPR, SAD, and HQ Reviews as well as
Jacksonville/SFWMD technical review. The next steps are:
e Final PIR
0 SFWMD approval of Letter of Support and Financial Capability
0 SAD & HQ review of Final PIR




0 Civil Works Review board and approval to release Final PIR
e 30-day public & agency review of final PIR
e Address comments & prepare Chief of engineers Report
The letter of support and financial capability is expected to go to the WRAC in April and to the
GB in April for information only.

Matt also recapped SFWMD activities to bring additional freshwater to Biscayne Bay. It was
noted that the BBCW Project is a redistribution project with no storage. The SFWMD modified
the system-wide operations to make additional deliveries to Biscayne Bay to improve the
freshwater flow; when WCA3A was over the regulation schedule, water was moved to C-100 &
C-1 to Biscayne Bay rather discharging water to tide; there were positive benefits to salinity.
However, due to evapotranspiration, delivery from WCA 3A to Biscayne Bay is not efficient; 1
gallon out of every 4 gallons is lost to evapotranspiration. Deliveries from L-31N through C-102
& C-103 to BISC appear to be a more efficient system. The SFWMD is coordinating with other
agencies on a potential pump test (pilot) which would have no adverse impact to agriculture.
The SFWMD is pulling together costs to implement an internal work plan including an operations
and a monitoring plan. The Team lauded the efforts of the SFWMD to bring more freshwater to
the Bay.

(Note: The above presentation and associated maps can be found on the Task Force website at

http://www.sfrestore.org/bbrrct handouts past.html)

3. The Value of Biscayne Bay

Ashton Youngquist, Friend of Biscayne Bay and Biscayne Bay Aquatic Preserves, gave a
presentation on the Value of Biscayne Bay to Local Recreational Businesses. The presentation
recapped the Biscayne Bay Economic Study of 2005 (Study). There has not been a follow-up
study or any updates to the Study; the Study did not survey businesses to get their perspective
on the value of the Bay.

The purpose of Ashton’s study was to
e Place a value on Biscayne Bay from the recreational businesses’ perspectives;
e Determine how much the dollar values from Biscayne Bay recreation have changed
from 2004 to 2012; and
e Build upon the previous economic study conducted in 2005, while looking at additional
information that the 2005 study did not address.
The study contained a survey of local recreational businesses to determine how important the
Bay is to the success of their businesses and a determination of the present dollar value of Bay-
related recreation to compare to 2004. The study area was the businesses surrounding the
northern portions of the Bay. A telephone/e-mail survey was conducted of 15 businesses from
each of the 7 major industries within the recreational sector. Data was also gathered on the
number of visitors at each of the four parks surrounding Biscayne Bay. Results of the survey
showed a strong dependence on Biscayne Bay. The current value of Biscayne Bay-related



(Note:

recreation is $4,568,942,376; dollar values have increased since 2004. Survey results and the
current value of Biscayne Bay-related recreation show Biscayne Bay remains a big contributor to
Miami-Dade County’s economy. The study contained recommendations for management of the
Bay and for future studies.

The Team gave Ashton suggestions on the presentation and suggested that Ashton bring the
presentation to Miami-Dade County’s department of Sustainability.
the above presentation can be found on the Task force website at

http://www.sfrestore.org/bbrrct_handouts past.html )

4,

Other:

Sarah Bellmund brought up and led a discussion re the Eastern Wastewater Reuse Project in the
Restudy including the formulation and assumptions in the original CERP and the use of reuse
water for Biscayne National Park. Sarah stated that CERP, as noted in the Yellow Book, removes
water from Biscayne Bay and that reuse was to replace this water; however, reuse may not be a
viable option due to water quality concerns by BISC and water quality treatment costs. If not
wastewater treatment, what else? A team was formed consisting of Steve Blair, Inger Hansen,
Joan Browder, and Sarah Bellmund from the BBRRCT as well as Matt Morrison from the SFWMD
to put together a fact sheet. The fact sheet is to be brought to the March BBRRCT Meeting for
discussion.

Sub-team Committee Reports

Jennifer Tisthammer sent around a membership list for everyone to verify members, alternates
& contact information. Jennifer will talk with Jose regarding the web.

Future Meeting Topics, Announcements and Wrap-up:

The Chair and Vice-Chair are planning to attend the WG/SCG Meeting and have requested time
on their agenda.

Suggested BBRRCT future meeting topics brought forward from the November Meeting are:

e An Invasive Exotics Presentation, in particular highlighting those efforts, including
inspections by the US Customs & Border Patrol and the USFWS, to prevent invasive
exotics from illegally entering South Florida through its airports and sea ports,

e The dredging project at the Port of Miami/Port expansion status,

e An update on FPL Units 3 & 4 at Turkey Point, and

e A presentation on Sea Level Rise

Additional future meeting topics suggested at the February meeting are:

e Reuse water and BISC, and

e Various Management Plans



7. Meeting location for the March BBRRCT Meeting
Due to a scheduled high traffic volume event on Key Biscayne, the March Meeting of the
BBRRCT will be held at the Tropical Audubon’s Doc Thomas House at 5530 Sunset Drive in
South Miami. Thanks go to BBRRCT member Susan Shapiro for making this location available to
the BBRRCT.

8. Wrap-up
The Chair adjourned the meeting at 3:00pm.



