
DRAFT	MEMORANDUM	
	
TO:																			The	South	Florida	Ecosystem	Restoration	Task	Force	Working	Group	
	
FROM:													The	Biscayne	Bay	Regional	Restoration	Coordination	Team		
	
SUBJECT:		 South	Florida	Water	Management	District	Request	for	Biscayne	Bay	Coastal	

Wetlands	Funding	
	
DATE:			 May	XX,	2016	
	
	
Dear	Chairman	Marks,		
	
On	behalf	of	the	Biscayne	Regional	Restoration	Coordination	Team	(BBRRCT),	I	would	like	
to	bring	your	attention	to	a	letter	written	to	Assistant	Secretary	of	the	Army	for	Civil	Works	
Jo‐Ellen	 Darcy	 from	 Dan	 O’Keefe,	 Chairman	 of	 the	 South	 Florida	 Water	 Management	
District	 (District)	 Governing	 Board.	 The	 letter	 includes	 requests	 for	 funding	 for	 the	
Biscayne	Bay	Coastal	Wetlands	 (BBCW)	project,	 that	 if	 fulfilled,	would	 expedite	both	 the	
construction	 of	 Phase	 1	 and	 planning	 for	 Phase	 2	 of	 the	 project.	 The	 BBRRCT	 strongly	
supports	these	requests	as	they	would	 lead	to	progress	on	the	full	 implementation	of	the	
BBCW	 project,	 which	 is	 of	 paramount	 importance	 to	 the	 health	 of	 Biscayne	 Bay	 and	
Biscayne	National	Park.		
	
The	letter	includes	three	specific	funding	requests	that	would	result	in	positive	progress	on	
the	implementation	of	BBCW:	

 Request	 for	 the	reallocation	of	a	small	portion	of	 the	US	Army	Corps	of	Engineers	
(Corps)	 FY16	 funding	 to	 negotiate	 and	 execute	 a	 Project	 Partnership	 Agreement	
(PPA)	for	BBCW	Phase	1.		

 Request	 for	 the	 reallocation	 of	 $1	 million	 from	 the	 Corps’	 FY16	 budget	 for	 the	
initiation	of	construction	on	the	L‐31E	Flow‐Way	component	of	BBCW	Phase	1.	

 Request	 for	 the	 inclusion	 of	 funds	 in	 the	 Corps	 FY18	 budget	 for	 the	 initiation	 of	
planning	and	the	development	of	a	Project	Implementation	Report	(PIR)	for	BBCW	
Phase	2.	

	
As	you	know,	the	BBRRCT	was	established	by	the	Working	Group	to	integrate,	inform,	and	
coordinate	 restoration,	 enhancement,	 and	 preservation	 plans	 and	 activities	 that	 help	
maintain	a	functioning	Biscayne	Bay	ecosystem.	BBCW	is	critical	to	the	health	of	Biscayne	
Bay	 and	Biscayne	National	 Park	 in	 that	 it	will:	 a)	 redistribute	 incoming	 freshwater	 from	
point	source	discharges	along	a	broader	coastal	front	to		restore	tidal	creeks	and	increase	
coastal	estuarine	wetlands	habitat;	b)	restore	and	improve	timing,	distribution,	and	quality	
of	freshwater	flowing	into	the	Bay;	and	c)	reestablish	connectivity	between	freshwater	and	
saline	wetlands	as	well	 as	between	 the	Biscayne	Bay	Coastal	Wetlands,	 the	Model	Lands	
Basin,	and	the	C‐111	project.		
	



Restoration	 of	 Biscayne	 Bay’s	 coastal	 wetlands	 will	 help	 protect	 our	 water	 supply	 by	
limiting	 further	 salt	 water	 intrusion	 and	 will	 provide	 a	 critical	 buffer	 to	 the	 impacts	 of	
climate	change	and	sea	level	rise.	Both	phases	of	the	project	are	needed	to	ensure	Biscayne	
Bay	and	Biscayne	National	Park	 receive	 the	necessary	 freshwater	 to	achieve	 the	benefits	
set	forth	in	the	Comprehensive	Everglades	Restoration	Plan.		
	
I	 would	 like	 to	 reiterate	 our	 strong	 support	 for	 the	 District’s	 requests	 to	 the	 Corps	 and	
emphasize	 the	 importance	 of	 both	 completing	 BBCW	Phase	 1	 and	 initiating	 planning	 on	
Phase	 2	 in	 a	 timely	 manner.	 We	 would	 like	 to	 thank	 you	 for	 your	 leadership	 and	 the	
Working	Group	for	its	efforts	achieving	progress	on	Everglades	restoration.	
	
Sincerely,		
	
	
Phil	Everingham	
Chairman	
Biscayne	Bay	Regional	Restoration	Coordination	Team	
	
	


