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Tackling Marine Debris on a National Level
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Ala Wai Harbor, 2011

Marine debris is “any persistent solid material 
that is manufactured or processed and directly 
or indirectly, intentionally or unintentionally, 
disposed of or abandoned into the marine 

environment or the Great Lakes.”

What is Marine Debris?



From Micro to Macro



NOAA

Established in 2006 

December 2012: Marine Debris 
Act Re-Authorization

Vision: the global ocean and its 
coasts free from the impacts of 
marine debris

NOAA/NOS/ORR/MARINE DEBRIS PROGRAM

NOAA MDP History
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Team of 18 including leadership, 
science, and communication staff

Program Staff
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Improve preparedness for 
response to and recovery from 
acute waterway debris 
incidents in coastal states

• Develop guidance documents

• Conducting/participating in 
marine debris response drills

• Integrating response guides 
into existing local, state, 
federal, and regional plans and 
trainings

Emergency Response 



2005-2012: Case-by-case
• Hurricanes Katrina and Rita (2005)

• American Samoa Tsunami (2009)

• Japan Tsunami (2011)

• Super Storm Sandy (2012)

MDP: Response History



2012: MDP Reauthorization
• Includes specific language on 

response mandate

2014: Response Planning
• Internal: Developing a response 

framework and list of core services

• External: Working with relevant 
agencies to create Regional 
Response Plans

MDP: Response History



I. Introduction

II. Background Risk: Foreseeable 
Incidents and Debris Types

III. Waterway Debris Response 
Flowchart

IV. Agency Roles, Responsibilities, and 
Jurisdictions

V. Permitting and Compliance 
Requirements

VI. Gaps and Recommended Actions

VII. Agency Response Capabilities

VIII.Agency Contact Information

Plan Contents



State Overview

Plan Published

Written and Under Review

In Development

Passive Research
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Joint projects with academia, 
NOAA partners include: 

• Microplastics quantification

• Fishing gear assessment and 
modification 

• Economic impacts

• Plastics and chemicals

• Shoreline monitoring and 
assessment

• Detection

Research 



Research Funding 

Marine Debris 
Research Funding

 Open now & Closes Dec 
19th

 Priorities:
 Ecological Risk 

Assessment

 Exposure/Response 
Analysis

 Fate and Transport



Phase I (2014) – FIELD EVALUATION



Phase I (2014) – FIELD EVALUATION



Phase I (2014) – FIELD EVALUATION



Phase II (2016) – Testing & Outreach

Commercial Crabbers Recreational Boaters
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Outreach and Education 
partnerships
• National outreach 

partnerships – about 10 per 
year

• Zoos, museums and 
aquariums

School activities
• Annual art contest for K-8th

grades

• Curriculum and activities, 
teacher workshops

Prevention



Outreach Kits

iRefuz App 

Teacher Training

48 school visits

7,200 students

Prevention: UNCW – Marine Quest

Blowing up Watson

https://www.facebook.com/pg/travelingthroughtrash/videos/?ref=page_internal


Prevention: Florida Sea Grant

90% of samples contain  
≥1 piece of plastic

>80% are synthetic 
fibers

650 Water Samples 
230 Sites in FL



Prevention: Florida Sea Grant



Prevention: Florida Sea Grant



Calendar Competition 



Trash Talk

https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/discover-issue/trash-talk

https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/discover-issue/trash-talk


Marine Debris Tracker

Created by: 
Jenna R. Jambeck, Assistant Professor, University of Georgia
Kyle Johnsen, Assistant Professor, University of Georgia



Marine Debris Tracker



Regional Planning Effort

• Abandoned and Derelict Vessels

• Consumer Debris

• Derelict Fishing Gear

• Wildlife and Habitat Impacts

• Response 



ADV InfoHub



ADV InfoHub



ADV InfoHub
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• Community-based marine 
debris removal grants 

• Grants support removal 
projects nationwide –
recipients include NGOs, 
local governments 

• Funded more than 100 
removal projects since 
2006, with thousands of 
metric tons of debris 
removed

Marine Debris Removal



REMOVAL: NC Coastal Federation



REMOVAL: Rachel Carson Reserve



REMOVAL: Rachel Carson Reserve



REMOVAL: Rachel Carson Reserve



Removal: Coastal Cleanup Corporation

Biscayne Bay National Park

8.5 acre project area

Remove Debris

Sea Turtle Monitoring

Elliott Key

Old Rhodes Key

Sand Key



Removal: Coastal Cleanup Corporation

5 tons Debris Removed

>150 Volunteers



Removal: Coastal Cleanup Corporation



Stay Connected

Website:

www.marinedebris.noaa.gov

/noaamarinedebris

@noaadebris

Blog:
www.marinedebrisblog.wordpress.com

/noaamarinedebris

/noaadebris#

Social Media:

http://www.marinedebris.noaa.gov/
http://www.marinedebrisblog.wordpress.com/


Sarah Latshaw| SE Regional Coordinator
NOAA Marine Debris Program
sarah.latshaw@noaa.gov
(843) 740.1154

Questions?


