Save Our Seas Act

Charles Grisafi
NOAA Marine Debris Program

February 20, 2019



Save Our Seas Act Signing Ceremony

Signed into law by President Trump on October 11, 2018



ve our Seas Act

What stays the same?
* Existing program elements
* Authorization of appropriation level =510M

What changes? Areas of Emphasis

* Interagency Collaboration

* Emergency Response: Severe Marine Debris Events
* International Action



Program Pillars



Interagency Collaboration

IMDCC
 Add Department of Interior and Department
of State as official members

Develop outreach & education strategies

with Federal agencies
 Exploring opportunities with NPS



Severe Marine Debris Event Authority

Act gives NOAA discretion to determine

SMDE
*  NOAA Administrator
« Atrequest of Governor of affected state

Changes match requirements for grants if
SMDE declared

e 25 percent match from partner required of
total project cost

 Limits NOAA’s discretion to waive match
requirements



Severe Marine Debris Event
Implementation

Develop Interpretive Guidance

Doc
Definitions — what is a SMDE?
Criteria for making a determination
Process for making declaration



International Action

Directs NOAA to work in consultation with the
Department of State and other Federal
agencies to promote international action
“...expand waste management systems
internationally”

Language does not provide NOAA independent
authority to enter into international
agreement, receive funds from foreign sources,
or fund activities in foreign jurisdictions



International Action

Sense of Congress on international engagement...
(1) support research and development on systems and materials that reduce—
(A) derelict fishing gear, and
(B) the amount of solid waste that is generated from land-based sources...
(2) work with representatives of foreign countries that discharge the largest amounts of solid waste, to develop
mechanisms to reduce such discharges
(3) carry out studies to determine—
(A) the primary means of discharges referred to in paragraph (2);
(B) the manner in which waste management infrastructure can be most effective in
preventing such discharges; and
(C) the long-term impacts of marine debris on the national economies of the countries with
which work is undertaken under paragraph (2) and on the global economy, including the
impacts of reducing the discharge of such debris;
(4) work with representatives of the countries with which work is undertaken in paragraph (2) to conclude one or
more new international agreements that include provisions—
(A) to mitigate the discharge of land-based solid waste into the marine environment; and
(B) to provide technical assistance and investment in waste management infrastructure...
(5) encourage the United States Trade Representative to consider the impact of discharges of land-based solid
waste from the countries with which work is conducted under paragraph (2) in relevant future trade agreements.



Questions?

Image Credit: FWC

10



