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Project Name: E&SF: Critical Projects Tamiami Trail Culverts 
  Additional Water Conveyance Structures under Tamiami Trail 
Project ID: 1308 (formerly 1400)  
Lead Agency: USACE / SFWMD 
Authority: WRDA 1996; WRDA 2007 (modified Critical Projects cap) 
Funding Source: Federal/State 
 
Strategic Plan Goal(s) Addressed: 1-A.3 
 
Measurable Output(s): 16 miles of impediments removed 
 
Project History:  WRDA 1996 authorizes the Secretary of the Army to expeditiously implement 
restoration projects deemed critical to the restoration of the south Florida ecosystem.  The SFEER Task 
Force nominated 35 projects with input from the Governor’s Commission for a Sustainable South Florida 
and the public.  Based on the set of priorities, the USACE conducted an abbreviated study of and 
produced a report transmitted to the Secretary of the Army for approval.  This is one of the 12 restoration 
“Critical Projects” having the Secretary of the Army’s approval (WRDA 1996).  In the Restudy, this 
project was anticipated to be one of the top five funded under the funding cap restrictions of WRDA 
1996, later revised under WRDA 2007, that limit spending. 
 
Current Project Synopsis: In 1928, the Tamiami Trail (roadway) was completed between Miami and 
Naples.  To obtain fill material for the roadbed, a borrow canal was excavated on the northern side of the 
road.  The long term effect has been to intercept existing north-south flowways to the Big Cypress 
National Preserve, and channelize flows through just a few bridges/culverts.  Wetland habitats receive 
too much or too little fresh water and normal seasonal hydropatterns are interrupted.   
 
This project will increase the number of north-south flowways by adding conveyance structures (77 
culverts under Tamiami Trail (U.S. 41) in 30 locations) restoring natural hydropatterns impacting 
sheetflow of surface water within the watersheds of the Ten Thousand Islands National Wildlife Refuge 
& Aquatic Preserve, Southern Golden Gate Estates, Fakahatchee Strand State Preserve, Big Cypress 
National Preserve and Everglades National Park enhancing biological restoration of the region.  This 
directly supports objectives for other south Florida projects such as the L-28 Modification and the 
Picayune Strand Restoration.   
 
There are two phases.   
 
Phase I involves planning, project design and construction of 62 culverts and associated improvements of 
hydrologic sheetflow under 16 miles of Tamiami Trail (US 41) and 15 culverts under the Loop Road 
between SR 92 and the Collier/Miami-Dade County line.  Phase I will not increase the flows, but 
redistribute them from the northern side of the road to the southern side.  Other components include 
specific plug sites with simple large earthen ditch blocks that could serve as driveway access across the 
canal.  Some existing driveways have pipe culverts that need either to be removed or replaced if the 
culvert size is found to be substandard.  These additional culverts under Tamiami Trail along with a 
more diffuse flowway beneath artificial barriers will provide a more natural hydropattern both north and 
south of the highway, enhancing biological restoration in the region. 
 
Phase II involves resurfacing of the roadway of the Tamiami Trail pursuant to construction of the 
culverts.  
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During planning, the scope of the project was modified due to budget and time constraints.  Cost 
estimates for completion of the remainder of the project, in combination with the other eight Critical 
Projects, exceeded the USACE appropriation cap of $95 million (WRDA 2000).   The SFWMD completed 
the acquisition of land and has been constructing the project according to the revised plan.  Per the revised 
plan and scope of work: The Tamiami Trail Culvert -- Phase I project currently extends from the 
intersection of US 41 (Tamiami Trail) and CR 92 and extends from this intersection eastward along the 
Tamiami Trail corridor to the intersection of US 41 and SR 29, a distance of approximately 16 miles.   
 
Construction of the western portion of Phase I, located west of State Road 92 was begun in June 2004 and 
completed in March 2006 encompassing the placement of 9 culverts.   
 
Current Status:  The western portion of Phase I has been incorporated as a component of the CERP 
Picayune Strand Restoration project, authorized for construction by Congress as part of WRDA 2007, 
making this portion of the culvert project eligible for federal cost-share.   
 
 
Current Status:  No work on this project was accomplished during the reporting period. 
 
 
Est. Cost: $25,584,000 for Phase I 
 
Project Schedule: 

1998  Start  
2004 Revisions on design 
TBD Finish 

 
 
Detailed Project Budget Information (rounded): 
 

Tamiami 
Trail 

Expenditures Thru      
FY 2009

USACE $2,622,128
SFWMD $952,841
Total $3,574,969

 
 
Hyperlink:     http://www.evergladesplan.org/pm/projects/proj_30_sgge.aspx   (Picayune Strand) 
  

http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Divisions/Planning/Branches/Environmental/Pro
jects_Critical.htm 

 
Contact: Debby Scerno, Program Management, Everglades Division, USACE 

 (904) 232-2805, Deborah.H.Scerno@usace.army.mil 
 
 Janet Starnes, Principle Project Manager, SFWMD 
 (239) 338-2929 x7735, jstarnes@sfwmd.gov   
  

Source: Original project description summarized from the Central and Southern Florida Project 
Comprehensive Review Study (1999).   
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