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HB989 - Legacy Florida - The following is the summary of the legislation:

e From funds distributed into the Land Acquisition Trust Fund (LATF) pursuant to s.
201.15,F.S., (Amendment 1 Funds), after paying required debt service, a minimum of the
lesser of 25 percent or $200 million must be appropriated annually for Everglades pro-
jects that implement the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan as set forth in
s.373.470, the Long-Term Plan as defined in s. 373.4592(21, F.S., adopted by the De-
partment of Environmental Protection in December 2014, and the Northern Everglades
and Estuaries Protection Program as set forth in s. 373.4595, F.S.

e From these dedicated Everglades funds, $32 million must be distributed each fiscal year
through the 2023-2024 fiscal year to the South Florida Water Management District for
the Long-Term Plan as defined in s. 373.4592(2), F.S.

e Of the remaining dedicated funds, a minimum of the lesser of 76.5 percent or $100 mil-
lion must be appropriated for 10 years (through 2025-26) for the planning, design, engi-
neering and construction of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan as set forth

ins.373.470, F.S.
e The legislation requires the Department of Environmental Protection and the South Flori-

da Water Management district to give preference to those Everglades restoration pro-
jects that reduce discharges of water from Lake Okeechobee to the St. Lucie or Caloosa-

hatchee estuaries in a timely manner.

e A minimum of the lesser of 7.6 percent or $50 million shall be appropriated annually for
spring restoration, protection and management projects.

e The sum of $5 million shall be appropriated annually each fiscal year through the 2025-
2026 fiscal year to the St Johns River Water Management district for projects dedicated
to the restoration of Lake Apopka.
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The Florida House of Representatives Launches “Legacy Florida”
Bill filed by Rep. Gayle Harrell which establishes the annual dedicated
funding source to restore the Florida Everglodes

Taltahassee, FL — The Florida House of Representatives today announced the creation of the
“Legacy Florida” bill to establish a dedicated funding source to restore the Florida Everglades.
Sponsored by Rep. Gayle Harrell (R-Stuart), the bill will result in a reliable, sustainable funding
stream for Florida’s River of Grass.

The bill will direct funds from the Land Acquisition Trust Fund (LATF) to fund Everglades
projects that implement the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, the Long-Term Plan,
the final Lake Okeechohee Basin Management Action Plan adopted by the Department of
Environmental Protection in December 2014, and the Northern Everglades and Estuaries
Protection Program.

“As a seventh generation Floridian, | have made the care of our natural resources a legislative
priority. | want to ensure that future generations can enjoy the beauty of well-managed land
and water,” said Florida House Speaker Steve Crisafulli (R-Merritt istand}. “The Everglades is at
the heart of our natural resources, and | believe consistent funding will help preserve and
protect this national treasure.”

“Cleaning up the 5t. Lucie River, Lake Okeechobee, the Caloosahatchee River, the Indian River
lLagoon and the Everglades has been a priority for me since | was first elected to the Florida
House of Representatives,” said Representative Gayle Harrell {R-Stuart}. “The future of our way
of life is linked directly to the health of our rivers, the Indian River Lagoon, Lake Okeechobee
and the Everglades. ‘Legacy Florida’ will provide the rescurces to make it possibie for our
children and grandchildren to enjoy these natural treasures.”
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“Legacy Florida” has received the support of major stakeholders across Florida.

Erik Eikenberg, CEQ, The Everglades Foundation

"The Everglades Foundation appreciates the Speaker's support of legislation that will dedicate
funding to Everglades restoration, and especially the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration
Plan, to help move projects to completion. The Everglades is an economic engine for this state
and a sound investment. Restoration projects create jobs and protect the water supply for one
in three Floridians. We look forward to working with the Florida Legislature and the Governor's
Office to ensure a dedicated revenue source for a restored Everglades becomes a reality.”

Eric Draper, Executive Director, Audubon Florida

“Dedicated funding will ensure steady progress on the projects needed to provide clean water
to the Everglades and estuaries. We applaud this legislation and its commitment of state funds
to ecosystem restoration. Floridians should welcome this as @ major step forward toward
implementing plans to meet water quality goals and deliver freshwater flows.”

Robert Thomas, Chairman, Florida Land Council

"The Florida Land Council applauds the establishment of a dedicated funding source for
Everglades restoration. Long term funding for the implementation of the Everglades water
quality plan, the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, and the Northern Everglades and
Estuaries Protection Program is needed to ensure that there is ample clean water available for a
healthy ecosystem while meeting the other water related needs of the region,”

Temperince Morgan, Executive Director, The Nature Conservancy

“The Nature Conservancy applauds the Legislature for creating a steady and predictable funding
strear for projects that will improve water quality and quantity for the Everglades and the
Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie Estuaries. We believe this significant commitment of Amendment
1 funds assures completion of projects that help to restore essential habitats for Florida’s
imperiled species.”

Tom Feeney, President and CEQ, Associated Industries of Florida

"Associated Industries of Florida and the Florida H20 Coalition applaud Speaker Steve Crisafulii
for supporting dedicated funding for the Everglades, which wili help tackle Florida’s major
water problems in a comprehensive way. By supporting legislation, which would appropriate a
portion of Amendment 1 funds annually for Everglades projects, we will be able to see positive
impacts through the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, Lake Okeechobee Basin
Management Action Plan, and the Northern Everglades and Estuaries Protection Program. We
took forward to working with Florida lawmakers and the Governor to see this funding plan
come to fruition during the 2016 Legisiative Session."
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