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FWC HABITAT AND SPECIES CONSERVATION

• RAPID ASSESSMENTS OF HURRICANE IMPACTS ON 
SIGNIFICANT WILDLIFE SPECIES AND THEIR 
HABITATS.

• EXISTING RESOURCES BEING USED FOR RAPID 
ASSESSMENTS. IN-DEPTH ASSESSMENTS WILL 
REQUIRE ADDITIONAL STAFF AND FUNDING. 

• Bald Eagle
• Coastal Wading Birds, Shorebirds 

and Seabirds
• Florida Burrowing Owl
• Snail Kite
• Red-Cockaded Woodpecker
• Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow
• Sea Turtles
• Lower Keys Brown Snake

• Florida Keys Mole Skink
• Panthers
• Manatees
• Big Cypress Fox Squirrel
• Sanibel Island Rice Rat
• Key Deer
• Beach Mice
• Lower Keys Marsh Rabbit
• Key Largo Cotton Mouse



FWC/FWRI MANATEE RESEARCH

• RESPONSE CURRENTLY FOCUSED ON STRANDINGS. 



FWC/FWRI CORAL RESEARCH

• FWC, PARTNER AGENCIES AND NGOs ASSESSING 
REEFS, CORAL NURSERIES AND OUTPLANT SITES.

• HURRICANE IMPACTS VARIED WIDELY AMONG 
NURSERIES. STAGHORN DAMAGE WORSE THAN 
ELKHORN.

• LARGE LOSSES OBSERVED AT ALL OUTPLANT SITES 
ASSESSED TO DATE.

• PLANS UNDERWAY TO SURVEY 40-50 REEFS (BETH. 
DIEVENEY@NOAA.GOV). 



FWC/FWRI COASTAL
WETLANDS RESEARCH

• SITES IN THE 10,000 
ISLANDS AND ROOKERY 
BAY WILL BE SAMPLED 
IN EARLY OCTOBER.

• ADDITIONAL FUNDING 
REQUIRED TO SAMPLE 
SITES IN LOWER KEYS 
AND CHARLOTTE 
HARBOR.

• VISUAL SITE SURVEYS AND 
DAMAGE ESTIMATES.

• SEDIMENTARY CORES AND 
SET MEASUREMENTS TO 
DETERMINE POST-STORM 
EROSION AND DEPOSITION.

• TREE CANOPY DENSITY AND 
PLANT BIOMASS METRICS.



FWC/FWRI SEAGRASS RESEARCH -
SOUTH FLORIDA FISHERIES HABITAT 

ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 

• SPECIES COMPOSITION AND 
ABUNDANCE OF SEAGRASS 
AND MACROALGAE.

• SHOOT COUNTS AND 
BIOMASS AT TRANSECT 
SITES.

• SEDIMENT DEPTH AND 
WATER QUALITY.



FWC/FWRI SEAGRASS RESEARCH -
FLORIDA BAY SEDIMENT CHEMISTRY AND 

AERIAL IMAGERY

• TWO YEARS OF SULFIDE DATA AT 
SITES IN FLORIDA BAY AFFECTED BY 
2015 SEAGRASS DIE-OFF.

• WILL SAMPLE SITES THROUGH 2018 AS 
HURRICANE IRMA MAY LEAD TO 
SECONDARY SEAGRASS MORTALITY 
AND SPIKES IN SEDIMENT SULFIDE 
CONCENTRATIONS.

• NEW AERIAL IMAGERY SCHEDULED FOR 
SPRING 2018. WOULD LIKE TO MAP 
SEAGRASS RECOVERY AND CHANGE IN 
FLORIDA BAY MANGROVES.
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