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History of Cooperation among the Seminole Tribe, USGS
and SFWMD on Water Quality Monitoring

* 1996 Seminole/SFWMD entitlement Agreement for the Big Cypress
Reservation required the Tribe to measure water quality leaving the
Reservation

«  SFWMD responsible for measuring water quality entering the Reservation

« Waters from State and Reservation lands commingle in North and West Feeder
Canals north of S-190 and in the L-28 borrow canal

* The Tribe and SFWMD needed to determine how to measure water quality
from each of these sources and needed verification of the sampling results

» The Tribe and USGS agreed to cooperate based on USGS expertise in using
ultrasonic velocity meters to measure water flow and Tribe’s desire for a
disinterested party to analyze water quality samples (USGS laboratories)

« SFWMD agreed to participate with Tribe/USGS efforts to monitor water
quality at major discharge points leaving the Reservation



Creation of Tri-Sovereign Working
Group

The Tribe, USGS and SFWMD established a working
group to resolve technical 1ssues concerning monitoring
and sampling protocols

The Working Group initially met monthly to develop the
responsibilities for each entity and undertake the
implementation process

Over time, the Working Group institutionalized each
entities role so that meetings are now held on a semi-
annual basis

Example of three sovereigns successfully integrating their
processes for efficiency and mutual benefit
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ADVM's
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Acoustic Doppler Current
Profiler (ADCP)

Mono-static
Transducers
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APPENDIX I. Flow Chart for Water Flow and Water Quality
Data Collected for the SFWMDOJ/Seminole Cooperative

Agreement

Updated 10/ 800
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