| NTERGOVERNIVENTAL AGREEMENT
AMONG
THE U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE ARW
THE U. S. DEPARTMENT OF THE | NTERI OR, AND
THE STATE OF FLORI DA
FOR
ESTABLI SHVENT OF AN | NDEPENDENT SCI ENTI FI C REVI EW PANEL PURSUANT
TO SECTI ON 601 OF THE WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2000

ARTICLE | - PURPGCSE AND AUTHORI TY

Thi s I ntergovernnmental Agreenment ("Agreenent”) is entered
into anongst the U S. Departnent of the Arny ("DA"), the U. S
Departnment of the Interior ("DA™"), and the State of Florida
(collectively referred to as the “Inplenenting Parties”) for the
pur pose of establishing an | ndependent Scientific Review Pane
(“Panel”) to be convened by the National Acadeny of Sciences
(“NAS’) for the sole purpose of review ng the Conprehensive
Evergl ades Restoration Plan’s (“Plan”) progress towards achi eving
the natural systemrestoration goals of the Plan. This Agreenent
is entered into pursuant to Section 601(j)(1) of the Water
Resour ces Devel opnent Act of 2000 (WRDA 2000) and the progranmatic
regul ati ons pronul gated pursuant to section 601(h) of WRDA 2000.

ARTICLE I'l —M SSI ON OF THE PANEL

The I npl enenting Parties agree, pursuant to Section 601(j) (1)
of WRDA 2000, that the sole mssion of the Panel shall be to
review the Plan’s progress towards achieving the natural system
restoration goals of the Plan. The Inplenenting Parties further
agree that, pursuant to the Section 601(j)(1) of WRDA 2000, the
Panel will submt a biennial report to Congress and the
| npl emrenti ng Parties that includes an assessnment of the ecol ogical
i ndi cators and ot her nmeasures of progress in restoring the ecol ogy
of the natural system based on the Plan. The Inplenmenting Parties
agree that the Panel will be independent of any other panel
convened by NAS, the Inplenenting Parties, or any other entity
associated with inplenmenting or review ng the Pl an.

ARTICLE I'l'l — RESPONSI BI LI TI ES OF THE | MPLEMENTI NG PARTI ES

A. In support of the efforts outlined in Article Il, the
| npl enenting Parties agree to the Scope of Wirk for the Panel set
forth in Attachment A to this Agreenent. This Scope of Wrk wll
be incorporated into a cooperative agreenent between the NAS and
DA. The Inplenenting Parties acknow edge that they have consulted
with the South Florida Ecosystem Restoration Task Force (“TF’) on
this Scope of Wrk.



A.  The Inplenenting Parties agree to confer with one another
and consult with the TF on the proposed |ist of Panel nenbers
prepared by NAS prior to NAS conveni ng the Panel.

B. The Inplenenting Parties agree that that they will not
attenpt to influence the Panel or assign any other work itens or
request any advice on matters that are outside the m ssion of the
Panel as specified in Article Il of this Agreenent.

C. The Inplenenting Parties agree to cooperate with and be
responsive in a tinely manner to reasonabl e requests fromthe
Panel for information the Panel needs to conplete the objectives
set forth in Article Il of this Agreenent.

D. The Inplenmenting Parties and NAS will jointly establish
annual work plans to fulfill the requirenents of the Panel’s
m ssion as set forth in Article I

E. The Inplenenting Parties agree that the DA, U S. Arny
Corps of Engi neers, Jacksonville District shall enter into a
cooperative agreenent with NAS on behal f of the Inplenenting
Parties that will set forth the understandi ngs of the Jacksonville
District and NAS concerning the acconplishnment of the review and
production of the biennial report envisioned in Article Il of this
Agr eenent .

ARTI CLE 'V - | NTERGOVERNVENTAL COMMUNI CATI ONS

To provide for consistent and effective comunication between
the Inplenenting Parties, each party shall appoint a Technical
Representative to serve as its central point of contact on matters
relating to this Agreenent.

ARTICLE V - FUNDI NG

Subject to the availability of appropriations, the
| npl enenting Parties agree that all costs associated with
establishing the Panel and with the Panel carrying out its duties
as outlined in the attached Scope of Wrk will be paid by the DA
pursuant to a separate cooperative agreenment between the DA and
the NAS. The Inplenenting Parties further agree that these costs
shal |l be shared 50 percent by the DA and DA, and 50 percent by
the State of Florida. The State of Florida s liability each year
shall be limted to a “not to exceed” anount established in
accordance with Florida state law. The DAO’s liability shall be
paid biennially on a reinbursable basis. The DA and the State of
Florida's financial obligations under this Agreenent shall be
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i ncluded as part of the costs of design as covered in the Design
Agreenent dated May 12, 2000 between the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers and the South Florida Water Managenent District.

ARTI CLE VI — ABILITY TO ESTABLI SH OTHER | NDEPENDENT SCI ENTI FI C
REVI EW PANELS

Nothing in this Agreenent shall affect the rights of the
| npl enenting Parties in their individual capacities to convene
i ndependent scientific or peer review panels on matters not
covered by this Agreenment when deemed necessary to conduct
scientific and technical reviews for effective inplenentation of
t he Pl an.

ARTI CLE VI1 — AMENDVENT AND TERM NATI ON

This Agreenment and all attachnents hereto may be nodified or
anended only by witten, nutual agreenent of the | nplenenting
Parties. This Agreenment shall termnate five (5) years fromits
effective date, unless extended in witing in five (5) year
increnents after consultation with the TF. Any party may term nate
its participation in this Agreenent at any time by providing
ninety days witten notice to the other parties. Term nation of
this Agreenment by individual parties shall not constitute
term nation of the Agreenent between the renaining parties.

ARTI CLE VI1l - M SCELLANEQUS

A O her Rel ationships or Qoligations

This Agreenent shall not affect any pre-existing or
i ndependent rel ationshi ps or obligations between and anong the
| npl emrenti ng Parti es.

B. Sur vi val

Performance of obligations incurred prior to the expiration
or termnation of this Agreenent shall remain in force
notw t hstandi ng the expiration or termnation of this Agreenent.

C. Severability

I f any provision of this Agreenent is determned to be
invalid or unenforceable, the remaining provisions shall remain in

force and unaffected to the fullest extent permtted by | aw and
regul ati on.



ARTI CLE | X - EFFECTI VE DATE

This Agreenent shall becone effective when signed by all
| npl erenting Parties. This Agreenent nmay be executed in one or
nore counterparts, each of which shall be deenmed an original, but
all of which together shall constitute one and the sane
instrunment. A facsimle copy of this Agreenent and any signatures
hereon shall be considered for all purposes as originals.

U S. Departnent of the Arny

By:

Dat e:

U S. Departnent of the Interior

By:
Assi stant Secretary for Fish and WIldlife and Parks

Dat e:

State of Florida

By:
Secretary, Florida Departnent of Environnental Protection

Dat e:




