
“To immediately evaluate the feasibility of additional 
bridge length, beyond that to be constructed 
pursuant to the Modified Water Deliveries to 
Everglades National Park Project (16 U.S.C. § 410r-
S), including a continuous bridge, or additional 
bridges or some combination thereof, for the 
Tamiami Trail (U.S. Highway 41) to restore more 
natural water flow to Everglades National Park and 
Florida Bay and for the purpose of restoring 
habitat within the Park and the ecological 
connectivity between the Park and the Water 
Conservation Areas”. 

From 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act, March 10, 2009

Tamiami Trail Modifications:
Next Steps Project



Tamiami Trail Modifications:
Next Steps Project Objectives

• Restore Natural Water Flow: 
 Construct additional bridging and road raising of the 

Tamiami Trail to provide for unconstrained flows to 
Northeast Shark River Slough (NESRS) and Florida Bay

• Restore Ecological Connectivity: 
 Improve ecological connectivity by removing obstructions 

to sheet flow
 Improve species movements between WCA-3B and 

Everglades National Park  
• Restore Habitat Within ENP:
 Restore slough vegetation and the deep water sloughs 
 Restore processes that produce and maintain ridge and 

slough communities in ENP east of the L-67 Extension



Restore Natural Water Flow: Distribution



Restore Natural Water Flow:  Max. Stages

Pre - WCAs
Post - WCAs

CERP - Target



Tamiami Trail MWD: 
DHW - 8.5 feet - 80% of NSM stages
exceed this (2008 LRR conditions).

Current  Condition:
Stage Limit  - 7.5 feet - 98% of 
NSM  stages exceed this.

Tamiami Trail Next Steps: 
DHW - 9.7 feet - 7% of NSM stages 
exceed this (2005 RGRR conditions).

Design High Water for Unconstrained Flows



Performance Measures - CBA Factors



y = 1.5607x - 90.649
R² = 0.9544

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

450

145 170 195 220 245 270 295 320

Im
po

rt
an

ce
 V

al
ue

Total Construction Cost (Millions $)

Importance vs Cost

Alt 4: 1.01 Mi

Alt 5: 1.52 mi

Alt 1: 2.15 mi

Alt 2A: 3.33 mi

Alt 6E: 5.5 mi

Cost-Benefit Analysis and Recommended Plan

Recommended Alternative
COE Best Buy Alternative

Construction Costs = $260 M
Land Acquisition = $ 20 M

Comp. Business Costs= $30 M
Demolition=$16M



Ecological Benefits
• Improved water depths and durations in WCA’s and NESRS.
• Maximizes ecological connectivity.
• Reconnects more remnant sloughs.
• Creates the most natural flow patterns.





Major Deliverables/Milestones
• Complete PMP—May 12, 2009

• Summary of findings and Draft EIS delivered 
to Congress—May 19, 2010

• Public Review of Draft EIS —May 28 to July 
27, 2010

• Public Review of Final EIS —Nov. 30, 2010
• Final EIS —April  20, 2011
• Publish ROD –April 20, 2011
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