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Fisheating Creek in the Northern Everglades Watershed flowsFisheating Creek in the Northern Everglades Watershed flows

Reserve Program Reserve Program 
(WRP) Project(WRP) Project

Fisheating Creek, in the Northern Everglades Watershed, flows Fisheating Creek, in the Northern Everglades Watershed, flows 
southeast into Lake Okeechobee, which in turn flows into the southeast into Lake Okeechobee, which in turn flows into the 
Everglades.  The Northern Everglades is one of the last Everglades.  The Northern Everglades is one of the last 
frontiers for largefrontiers for large‐‐scale land conservation in Florida and a high scale land conservation in Florida and a high 
priority area for Florida NRCS.priority area for Florida NRCS.

C ti t l d d t idC ti t l d d t idContiguous natural areas are needed to provideContiguous natural areas are needed to provide
the large open spaces, food resources and the large open spaces, food resources and 
connectivity needed to sustain and reconnectivity needed to sustain and re‐‐introduce introduce 
widewide‐‐ranging animals such as Florida black ranging animals such as Florida black 
bear, whooping crane and the Florida panther. bear, whooping crane and the Florida panther. 



Project Detailsj

The Fisheating Creek WRP ProjectThe Fisheating Creek WRP ProjectThe Fisheating Creek WRP Project: The Fisheating Creek WRP Project: 
 iinvolves nvolves four four landowners, landowners, 

fifi t t ft t f l dl d five five tracts of tracts of land, land, 
 encompasses approximately 26,000 acres in encompasses approximately 26,000 acres in 

Hi hl d C t Fl id dHi hl d C t Fl id dHighlands County, Florida, andHighlands County, Florida, and
 hhas an estimated WRP easement acquisition as an estimated WRP easement acquisition 

cost of $87 8 millioncost of $87 8 millioncost of $87.8 million.cost of $87.8 million.
NRCS’s goal is to restore the wetlands NRCS’s goal is to restore the wetlands 

within 24 monthswithin 24 monthswithin 24 months.within 24 months.



Partners in the Projectj

USDA USDA –– Natural Resources Conservation Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS)Service (NRCS)

4 Landowners in Highlands County4 Landowners in Highlands County

Th N t CTh N t C Fl id (TNC)Fl id (TNC)The Nature Conservancy The Nature Conservancy –– Florida (TNC)Florida (TNC)

South Florida Water Management District South Florida Water Management District 
(SFWMD)(SFWMD)



Partner Involvement

The Nature Conservancy and the South FloridaThe Nature Conservancy and the South FloridaThe Nature Conservancy and the South Florida The Nature Conservancy and the South Florida 
Water Management District will both sign a Water Management District will both sign a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the g ( )g ( )
USDA USDA –– NRCS to provide in kind services such as:NRCS to provide in kind services such as:

 land acquisition staffland acquisition staff  environmentalenvironmental land acquisition staff land acquisition staff 
resources,resources,
 agriculturalagricultural

 environmental environmental 
resource permitting, resource permitting, 
 water qualitywater qualityagricultural agricultural 

engineering, engineering, 
 agricultural projectagricultural project

water quality water quality 
monitoring, and monitoring, and 
 land management.land management.agricultural project agricultural project 

management, management, 
gg



Benefits of the Projectj

The Fisheating Creek WRP:The Fisheating Creek WRP:
 Will connect several tracts of Will connect several tracts of 

public and private land and public and private land and 
h l f tih l f ti

 Will improve habitat for more Will improve habitat for more 
than 19 federally endangered than 19 federally endangered 

d th t d i th td th t d i th t

gg

help form a conservation help form a conservation 
corridor from Central Florida corridor from Central Florida 
to the Everglades National to the Everglades National 

and threatened species that and threatened species that 
have been documented on have been documented on 
these ranches such as the these ranches such as the 

Park. Park. 
 Restore the natural functions Restore the natural functions 

of the wetlands thereby of the wetlands thereby 

crested caracara, bald eagle, crested caracara, bald eagle, 
Florida panther, and the redFlorida panther, and the red--
cockaded woodpecker.  cockaded woodpecker.  yy

improving water quality by improving water quality by 
reducing nutrient loading in reducing nutrient loading in 
Lake Okeechobee and Lake Okeechobee and 

 Will address the Everglades Will address the Everglades 
Restoration goal of improved Restoration goal of improved 
water quality, quantity and water quality, quantity and 

ultimately the Everglades.ultimately the Everglades.
q y, q yq y, q y

seasonal distribution. seasonal distribution. 



Who Benefits?

Fisheating CreekFisheating CreekFisheating CreekFisheating Creek
Lake OkeechobeeLake Okeechobee
The EvergladesThe Everglades
South Florida EcosystemsSouth Florida Ecosystemsyy
WetlandsWetlands
WildlifWildlifWildlifeWildlife
The publicThe public



The U S Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all itsThe U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its 
programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental 
status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any 
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille large print audiotape etc ) should contactprogram information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a 
complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 
1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call 
(800) 795 3272 ( i ) (202) 720 6382 (TDD)(800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.


