Noah Valenstein
Secretary, Florida Department of Environmental Protection

Noah Valenstein was appointed Secretary of the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection by Governor Rick Scott on May 23, 2017. He returned to DEP with nearly 15
years of public service experience with governmental agencies and a passion for
natural resource protection.

Noah most recently served as executive director for the Suwannee River Water
Management District, where he oversaw the protection and conservation of water and
land resources across 15 counties. His previous experience includes working on
environmental, agricultural and energy issues in the Executive Office of the Governor
and Florida House of Representatives, as well as with several of Florida’s leading
environmental non-profit groups.

With a strong belief in the power of partnerships, Noah is focused on building
relationships between diverse groups of stakeholders, including environmental and
agricultural groups as well as local communities and businesses. He's built a reputation
of bringing groups together to overcome obstacles and work toward a shared goal of
environmental protection, and is committed to continuing in this spirit of partnership and
service as DEP Secretary.

Noah was born in Gainesville, Florida and graduated with honors from the University of
Florida’s School of Natural Resources and Environment. He also holds a law degree
from Florida State University. Noah resides in Tallahassee with his wife, Jennifer and
daughter, Ava.



