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New DevelopmentsNew Developments
• NEWTT & FIATT are holding joint meetings 
• NEWTT & FIATT members are directly participating in other 

invasive species planning venues to improve communication and 
coordination (SFWMD Environmental Report, Everglades Summit, 
NISC, TAME Melaleuca, CERP Master Plan Development, CERP 
Bio-control Program, etc.)  

• National Invasive Species Council – SF Regional 2008 Cross-cut 
budget development

• CERP Exotic Species Projects
– CERP Invasive Exotic Plant Special Report & Recommendations
– CERP Exotic Species Master Plan
– CERP Exotic Species Bio-control Program

• WWW.ECOSTEMS.ORG DEVELOPMENT 
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National Invasive Species Council (NISC)National Invasive Species Council (NISC)
South Florida Crosscut Budget InitiativeSouth Florida Crosscut Budget Initiative

• Several Federal Departments (DOI, NOAA, USACE, 
USDA, EPA) and the State of Florida (invited).

• Initiative will potentially include:
– Specific Species (all taxa)
– Information Systems
– Research, Monitoring & Management activities

• Initiative will provide performance measures across 
agencies

• Initiative will help coordinate expenditures & activities for 
invasive exotic species
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CERP Invasive Exotic SpeciesCERP Invasive Exotic Species

• Special Report on Invasive Exotic Plants (based 
on NEWTT Weeds Won’t Wait) (signed 
November 2005)
– RECOMMENDATIONS

• Develop and Implement all taxa invasive exotic species pilot 
study (2006 – 2008), leading too:

• Development of an Master Invasive Species Plan (MISP) for 
Everglades Restoration (2008)

• Bio-control Program PIR & PMP(2006)
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www.ecostems.orgwww.ecostems.org
• WHAT IS ECOSTEMS?

ECOSTEMS IS A COMPREHENSIVE 
INTERNET ACCESSIBLE DATABASE , 

TRACKING SYSTEM AND SEARCH 
ENGINE FOR IMPLEMENTING THE 

INVASIVE EXOTIC PLANT MANAGEMENT 
AND CONTROL STRATEGY DEVELOPED 

BY THE
NOXIOUS EXOTIC WEED TASK TEAM
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WHAT DOES ECOSTEMS DO?WHAT DOES ECOSTEMS DO?
ECOSTEMS tracks program tasks related 

to the work being done by the many 
agencies in Florida involved in invasive 

exotic plant management.

ECOSTEMS is NOT a project 
management system.
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WHAT IS ECOSTEMS FOR?WHAT IS ECOSTEMS FOR?
• ECOSTEMS is intended for use by the 

agencies working with the South 
Florida Ecosystem Restoration Task 
Force on Everglades Restoration to 
input, track and update their invasive 
exotic plant project information.

• ECOSTEMS is fully searchable and can 
save individualized searches for use in 
agency reports.
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ECOSTEMS WAS DEVELOPED ECOSTEMS WAS DEVELOPED 
USING ONLY OPEN SOURCE USING ONLY OPEN SOURCE 

SOFTWARESOFTWARE

FREEFREEFREEFREEFREEFREEFREEFREEFREEFREE
LINUX LINUX –– Operating SystemOperating System

MYSQL MYSQL –– DATABASEDATABASE
APACHE APACHE –– WEB SERVERWEB SERVER

PHP PHP –– CODING SOFTWARECODING SOFTWARE
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STEMSSTEMS
• ECOSTEMS IS THE VESSEL THAT HOLDS THE 

INFORMATION
• STEMS IS THE INVASIVE EXOTIC PLANT 

INFORMATION IN ECOSTEMS
• WE CAN ADD MANY OTHER INFORMATION 

ELEMENTS TO ECOSTEMS
– INVASIVE ANIMAL DATA (LIMBS, TAILS, TOENAILS, ?)
– NATIONAL INVASIVE SPECIES COUNCIL SOUTH FLORIDA 

CROSS-CUT BUDGET INFORMATION
– SF ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION TASK FORCE PROJECT 

INFORMATION AND INTEGRATED BUDGET 
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ECOSTEMS IS COMPLETELY ECOSTEMS IS COMPLETELY 
PORTABLE FOR USE IN PORTABLE FOR USE IN 

TRACKING INFORMATION FOR TRACKING INFORMATION FOR 
OTHER PROJECTS OR OTHER PROJECTS OR 

PROGRAMSPROGRAMS
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Thank you.Thank you.

Are there any questions?Are there any questions?


