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About the EAA

e 280,000 ha (nearly 700,000
acres)

e Sugarcane about 80% of land
use, other crops include rice,
sod, vegetables

e Limited access
e Dirt roads
e Eew trees, buildings, structures
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Survey Protocols

*Birds, point counts on transects,
double observer last four years

eSugarcane — roads including edges, field,
canals and ditches — 8 years

*Rice — roads, berms and within fields — 5
years

*\Vegetables and sod — roads and edges — at
least 3 years

eNesting bird surveys in rice — 2 years
eComparison with LOX and STAs — 4 years
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Fish —

*Two years of surveys

*Minnow traps and Breder traps
eCanals, ditches and fields
eComparison with LOX
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Amphibians

°Four years (2 +2)

*Night-time call counts
°Intensive searches

eSugarcane, lettuce, rice, natural
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Mammals and Reptiles

*Observations during eight years of
other vertebrate surveys

*Herparoo — yearly for seven years

eDatabase of bobcat and kingsnake
locations
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Fish Results

22 species overall, 7 exotic

*19(6) species in sugarcane, 19(4) in
rice

*Not more exotics than in natural
areas (LOX)

Similar to short-hydroperiod marsh
community
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Mammal Results

*18 species of mammals
e|nvaders include coyote, feral pig

*Round-tailed muskrat present but
rare

*Bobcats fairly common
*Bats?
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Reptiles and Amphibians

*24 species, 3 non-native

*Houses and buildings may have
additional non-native species such as
geckos, curly-tailed lizards, etc.

*No pythons as yet
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Bird Results

*164 species
*At least 36 breed in the EAA

*Purple swamphen, collared dove,
European starling
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Birds

*Guilds — most numerous are songbirds
(45), shorebirds (24), wading birds (16
+7 rails), raptors (20), waterfowl (17)

*\Wood Storks and wading birds are
especially noticeable after breeding
season in natural marsh/Everglades
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Sugarcane Habitat

eUpland

*Dense shelter or nesting areas
eDitches, canals

eCorridors
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Flooded Habitat

*Rice — important to wading birds in late
spring and summer

*Foraging
*Breeding
*Migration
°Flooded fields — also spring and summer
*Forage

=, *Shelter
UNIVERSITY of
IFAS

‘ UF |[FLORIDA




Other Areas

*\Vegetables, sod, etc.

*Support some wildlife species, e.g.
shorebirds and grassland birds such as
eastern meadowlarks

eUnfarmed

*May include wetlands, wide canal bermes,
etc.
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Edge

*Many miles

eAlternative habitat during and after
harvest

*Potential for supporting species like
northern bobwhite
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Missing Information

eConceptual ecological model

*Nesting bird studies, eg. black-
necked stilt

*\Wood stork dispersal, especially
Immatures

*Bobcat/wood stork relationship?
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Miscellaneous

*\Wind Power

eSmall-scale restoration on individual
farms
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