Manatee Overview
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Manatee Background

e Originally listed in 1967

e Grandfathered as
endangered under ESA in
1973

e Earliest population 4
estimate was 750 in 1974 |

 Latest population
estimate: 4,824
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Manatee Protections

1893 Florida Law protecting manatees

1907 Florida Law revised, harsher penalties

1947 Creation of the Everglades National Park
“for the citizens of this country and as a
permanent sanctuary for the manatee”

1966 Endangered Species Conservation Act

1972 Marine Mammal Protection Act

1973 Endangered Species Act

1978 Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act
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Manatee Recovery

Pacific Legal Foundation Petition
(December 14, 2012)

“Petitioner, SAVE CRYSTAL RIVER, INC., hereby
petitions the ... the US Fish and Wildlife
Service, ...to downlist the West Indian
manatee (Trichechus manatus) and subspecies
thereof, including the Florida manatee
(Trichechus manatus latirostris) and Antillean
manatee (Trichechus manatus manatus) (in
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands).”



Manatee Recovery

Current Issues

Analyzing petition by Pacific Legal
Foundation & Save Crystal River to
reclassify as “threatened”

Our 90-day finding determined that
need for action is justified

Working on through 12-month finding



Manatee Recovery

Current Issues

Public comment period closed September 2
(received 49,000 comments)

In spring, we’ll announce 12-month
finding—our final decision

Not making decision in vacuum

Working with partners including FWC,
USGS & Puerto Rico Department of Natural
Resources



Manatee Recovery

5-Year Review

“In April 2007 the Fish and Wildlife Service
completed a 5-Year Review of the West
Indian manatee and recommended that the
manatee be downlisted from endangered to
threatened. ... the Petitioner hereby
petitions the Department of the Interior and
the Service to downlist the manatee (West
Indian manatee (Trichechus manatus ) from
endangered to threatened status.”
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= What We’re Considering
Population size/trends

Threats — Watercraft
collisions, cold events, loss of
winter warm water sites, red
tide, etc.

Results of USGS “Five Factor
Analysis” Model

Splitting taxa — Dividing West
Indian Manatee into Florida
and Antillean Manatees




Manatee Recovery
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Minimal Impact on Everglades Restoration

 Features in place to lessen effects of manatee
refugium at Port of the Islands Marina

* Reclassification to “threatened” allows
permitting actions in a slightly more general
way

e |f completely de-listed manatees would no
longer have ESA protections

* Manatees will remain highly protected since
they’re also protected by MMPA



Manatee Recovery

Questions?



